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Sermon 1.

SERMON XXIX.

N  PsaL 73. 28.

Bwt it is good for me to draw near to God,

great Truths premifed in the foregoing part of the

: .Pfalm, é fummed up Ifa 3. 10, 11. Ecclef. 8.12,13,)
- The firft was that notwithftanding all the evils that

T‘Hc Text is a Conclufion ftrongly inferred upon two

- the godly endures ‘yet God is good to Ifrael, verf. 1. and therefore

it's good 1o draw near 10 God.  1t’s good to draw mear 10 a good Gods
nay beft of all (asthe Arabick reads it) to keep clofe to that
God, who is fo good notwithftanding the wort cvils.

The fecond was that notwithftanding the wicked’s prefent
flourith, yet their end is deftruétion, verf. 2,3, éve. and in the
Ver{e immediatly before the Text, For lo, they that wre far from
thee (hatl perifl 5 show baft defiroyed all them shat go a whoring from
thee 5 and therefore againit’s good for me 1o draw aear 10 thee.
Bernard fums up both in his double Owere, Ubi enim bene erit
fine illo ? aws ubi male poteft effe cum illo ? If it cannot beill with
him , nor well without him, then jt’s beft to dremw mear 1
bim. 1If it be no lefs than. deftrullion to go a whoring frem bim,
then the Spoufe, thatin runningaway after ber Jovers hath met
with afbarp Tborn-Hedge, had need resarn bome to ber firft Haf*
band, Hof.2.6,7. Iftheyperifb thatare afar off, then itis my
fafeft courfe to ges and keep mear, When they of Pharash’s fervants,
that wercin the field, were fmitten with the bail, it concerned

- thofe of them that feared God to keep bsme, Exod. 9. 20, 21, 2.

When the {word of man or Angel will deftroy them that are
abroad, it behoves Ifracl, and Rabab’s family to keep within
doorsy Exod. 12. 224 Jofth. 2. 18,19. Ifthe out-lying Deer be
in danger 4o be hunted by every Dog, and the firay-Sheep or
Chicken to be fnatched and torn by every Wolf or Kitc;it’s beft to
keep within the Pale and Fold, and under the Wing. To get and
keep as near and clofe to God, and under his Wing as may ‘be.
The Pfalmift’s own comfortable experiences of God’s goodnefs,

' whileft




.on Ps AL, 73 23, - §03
whilelt he kept clofe to him, and the fad events of others goiag
and keeping far from him, made him fo wife as- ¢lfewhere ro re-
folve, Return to thy reft, O my fomd, and here feelingly to conclude, Reds amima
- Mibi autem adhereve Deo bonwum eft : but iv’s good for me to dpaw mes in re-
near to God. o : U ?,'a’l’,”,”g”"
. In which Propofiion the Predicate 2% fignifieth <nny 3. o7
By Good is not meant any lower degree or kind of goodnefs, but
that 78 &yafov chat fummum bonwms, that chicfeft good, in
the cn&oying whereof mans higheft happinefs confifts.
And accordingly in the Subjec of the Propofition- are three
things obfervable, : _ X
1. Beatitudo Objectiva: that chief Good, in the enjoyment
of which our Happinefs confifts, and that is =975, God. For
fo, None good but God only, Matth. 9.17. and (o he is the Pfal-
miff’s gwﬁnaﬁ, Pfal. 144. 2. : ‘
- 2. Beatitudo Formalls, our Union with, and Enjoyment of
that chiefGood, whereby we are a&ually made happy and blefled,
ia thefe words D27, drawing near : for the ‘meaning whereof,
pleafe to take notice of two things. 1. That in the Hebrew
Texr it’s indifferent to be underftood either of God’s drawi nasp
mear to us, or of our drawing near o God 3 the former the caule c9ymbn
of the latter, and the happy mecting of both makes up our.blef- g9p 1S
fednefs. The Summier’s Sun drawes near to the Marigold,which .
makes it turn to the Sun, and that makes out its full flourith.
God in Mercy driws near tous, and as a Load-flonc draws,
makes us draw near. to him, whence arifeth our chiefeft, nay only
happinefs in Union with him. For that likewifeis fecondly to
be obfertéd for the meaning of the word 51379, that it figriificth
not only Motums, to draw near; and fo by Apollinariss hexe ret- Not only to
dred weAdooeuev, and by fome Copies of the Lxx &yfidew : draw near, but
butal(o it fignificth the Reft and firm Pofture of the Soul upon (0 ée aear and
fuch an advance and approach, not only appropingware, but then '° © **'“
adbarere, to keep clofe and cleave faft, agglutiriari, fo Entbymius,
- T gonoMx D, as ordinarily dsit is here in'the Lxx, by which
word the neareft'and fraiteft ty between' Husband and Wifeis
exprefled, Epb. 5.31.and which fuits well with the Text, which,
to what was faidin the foregojng Verfe of the defiru@ion of
them that go a whoring from God , oppofeth the goodnefs
and bappine(sof an humble layal drapiag mear to him, and an
.infeparable faft cleaving to bimfor cves. - Hese, O quam boisim |
how good isit thusto draw sear andthus to cleave faff, both
Rrra - begun
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begun whilelt we arc here in the way, but complitedin Heaven
atour Journeys end. ° N

3. But the third particulartells you the Subje&or Perfonto
whom fuch an approach is fogood : and that, according to the
Philofopher’s dehnition of the chief good, (hould be every man:
yet the Pfalmijt doth not indofe the Ccmmons, when he more
particularly applyes it to himfelf,its good for me. 8c. for although

" all men are ready to enquire after it, wit) awho will fhew e awy

goed ? PG, 4. 6. Yetintheis purfuit of ir, they ftart fo many
falfe Games, that inftead of that wamns neceffaridn,in Varro’s time
Philofophers did fo differ, that by ringing the changes of their
feveral Tenents, as Auftin theweth, there might -be not fewer:
than 288 Opinions about it : but whileft moft men miftake, and
in the foregoing Verfe account it EOOd for them to kesp ofur of,
and go a whoring frem God 5 it’s the happine(s of the Faithful fo
to be guided asto pitch right, ard to make that his it main
Principle and latt refolved Conclufion,. which the. Prophet here
makes the beginning and ending of this Pfalws, that God i goed

" t0 Iftacl, and thercfore whatever other do INY Quwod ad me

Pedtat, for my partit’s that which I have fclt the comfore of,
and thercfore am refolved to abide by, AMibi adberere Deo bonam
o, It’s good for me todraw sesr and cleave falt 20 God.

A divine Apophthegme, which it fcems St. Anftin's heart was
much taken with, thathe fooft andin fo many places of his
writings toucheth, yea and runs defcant upon; a fweet pofie,
that he fo oft fmelt to, a (weet friend, whom he caft’s about how
again and again tomeet, and to have fome parly with, as well
he might, it containing a compleat fum of both cur Duty and
Happinefs both here and in Heaven.

Whileft here Travellers in the way,

What’s our Duty > But as in Converfionat firft to turn to
bitll‘!, fo flill.co walk with him ;. and o draw mearerand nearer
to hm. ’ .

What’s our Comfort ? but when in Prayer or otherwife we
can get neareft, into the inner Coust, and towch sbe top of the gol-
den Scepter, or, but the bem of Chrit’r garmens ? But might we
get into.the Apoﬂle‘?obn’s-placc, intoour Saviour’s bofcm, folt-
eft Beds and glorioufeft Thrones would be hue ftones 2ud dung-
hills.. It’s our Springand Suumer when the Saw of Righseonf~
»efs draws.near, and our Heaven here when we may draw sear,
ejoycing, but not playing the wantonsin this Sun-thine. And
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. And what’sour héghcﬁ Heaven and Happinefsat laft ? bat to
be.cangbt up into the Clouds to meet with Chrift in the Air, and fo 1 Thefl. 4. 17,
Jor ever 10 be with the Lord : In neareft approach, to fee him as he
is, andin clofet Commuuion to enjoy him; there alwayes to be
experimenting, and yet ever learning the truth of this Texc to
all Eternity. It’s the A and @ of a Chriltian courfe, in- his
firlt fecting out Godward bopum eft mibi appropingmare, it’s good
Jor me 0 deaw near who am {o far off 5 in his progre(s yet better
to draw nearcr 5 at death the dving Chriftians Swan-like Sorg is -
uahév puor-eyfilewv, aud the Saints Antiphony in Heavenis na-
Adv ot wegonoMadai : * fo thit whether you lilten to the
voice of the mourning Turtle here below, or to the joyful Quire
of Heaven above, they in this are perfeét Unifonss however in
other refpecs they, have different Rtrains, yetin this one Note
theyallagree; There’snot @ Sajnt on Earth, or Angelin Hea-
ven, but the whole Chorus uno Ore, Corde, with one mouth and
heart feclingly heartily fay or fingaloud to God’s praife, Mibi.
asutens appropinguare, adberecre Deo bonnm off, 18°s good; it’s beft
fcrmeto draw mear and cleave fattto God. Which being the
- joynt vote of Heaven and Earth,the very natural Heart-Language
of the New-bosn Convert when as yet he cannot fpeak, and. of
the dying Chritian when he now lyes fpeechlefs, of the conflit-
ing Martyrat the Stake, and of the Saint Triumphant before the
Throne, it needs lefs proof, when encompafled with fuch acloxd
of witnefles 3PN W, O the bleffedne(fes of that man_whom
thow chufeft and caufeft to draw mear to thee! faith the Plalmift,
Pfal. 65. 4.’ it feemeth he made account it was a multiplied ad-
mirable blefledne(s.  Acguains thy felf now with God,. and sbereby. 1o9om:”
good fhall come unto thee, faith Eliphaz, Job22.21. The very
word there tranflated Acquaint hath prefit included in the fignifi- '
cation of it, and well may, whén fo much good is PINYIN
_proventus (as the word thereis ) the proper fruit of it : for here,
if ever, Bonwm propeer vicinum bonwm s much good by fo good-
acquaintance. Good will proportionably come to us, as we come-
and draw near to God. ' Good will come he meaneth univerfally,
all good will, but he (peaks indefinitely, becaufe he cannot define
bow much. But as the Pﬂzlmgf faith, Tafte and fee bow geod the
Lordis, Pfil. 34.8. Sohebids Fob.acquaint bimfelf with God,
and try how much good will come by thac acgmaintance,which they
kaow beft who have tafted and tried moft, and they arefuch as

have got neareft, and kept clofeft. They’l tell you there’s fa
’ muc
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much, that whatever others mean by their bouwm wtile, jwciviedum,

" boneftwm, is herein formally, fully, eminently comprehended. -

If we meafure goodnefs by profitablenefs, O thebleffed gainful
incomes of Grace, Peace, Glory, yea of outward good things fo
far as they are indeed good to us, by our drawing wear to God in
Chrift Jefus! The Summer-Sun drawn near to us doth not fo
load the Earth with Fruit, asthe Swn of Righteoufnefs doth us
in his approaches to us, and ours to him, with the Fruits of his
Bounty. Ctefias his wilapss @epov waile o ayabs is but
one of his Fables, but in this River of Paradife is a real truth ; clfe
Paul would not have counted the lofs of all things gain, that he
might come {0 near, as to be fownd in Chrift, Phil.3.8,9. Nor

-would David have reckoned a day in God’s Courts better thas o

Fucundum.

thoufand, Pfal. 84. 10. but that by experience he found in God’s
Courts what others found in his, that a Courtier sear to the
King can get more by a word, than anotherat a further diftance
with far greater pains and induftry. When Facob was sear to
Fofeph, he was noxrihed by him, Gen. 45. 10, 11. but notfo, as
that foul is feafted and fatted, that fits #ear to Chrift, and licthin
bl.l' ba]r')m. .

- And that tells you there is Pleafure, as well as Profit ; Light in
fuch a Gopen, as well as nourifoment.  In God's prefence fulnefs of
joys and at bis right band pleafires for evermore, - Plal. 16. 11.

Away with the empty vanithing pleafures of Sin and the World 5

Ethacef
maNImE mer-
ces, €9 inter-
minabsls,
Alcoran Azora
2.18.47, 48.

Asit’s exprc'f-
fed, Cant. 2,
3,t0 I4.

here’s both fulnefs and everlaftingnefs in thefe joys together, a -
full cup, which can never be drunk to the bottom, but only the
deeper the fweeter. 16’s Chrift’s prefence and our nearnefs to him,

.that makes Heaven it felf a Paradife of delights, and not Mabe-

met’s Chryftal Fountains,and pleafant Orchards and Gardens, and
Fruits, and the like, which he like abeaft accounts the greateft
happinefs in.his. When the Sun is fett, how dark s the night ?
and when'it’s gone far from us,how cold is the Winter? but when
it draws néar in Summer, . how pleafantly do the Birdsfing, and
the Plants flourifh, and the Flowers {mell? as in thofe Climats
that arc nearertpitis @ Ver perpetunm. And all thefe but fha-
dows of that folid joy and delight, which the faithful foul feels
and enjoys in the approach of the Sun of Righteonfnefs. 1 fat down
#nder bis fbadow with greas delight, faith the Spoufe, Cam. 2. 3.
and would be ‘Ioth to'leave God's bleffing in that fhade for the
warmeRt Sun-fhixe, ard t0 be haled or forced from fuch fweet
Enjoymerits”by any other moft pleafing delights ; -would account

it
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it as a banithing of it from a Paradifc into the bowling Wildernefs.
Cum inbefero tibi ex omni me, omnino wufquam erit mibi- dolor &
Labor, & viva erit vita mea tota plena. te, faith hily Awguftin. Confeff. L 0.
Ther€’s no grief in bim, when beis all in God : he hath a lively <. 28.
life of it, when he can fit fo mear the Fountain of Life, as to be fils
led with the blefled inflowes of it.  If David cannot tell how
good and pleafant it is for breshren to dwell together in unity,you had Pfal. 133. 1.
nced of the tougue of an Angel, and not mine, to tell the unuttera-
blenefs of that delight and Joy,when Childsen and Father,Spoufe
and Husband, Head and Members cleave together in clofelt

Andif Honourufe to goin the firlt rank of the World’s ex- Homorificum.
cellencies, then he that’s meareft 80 God muft needs herein have .
the upper hand : Ous bleffed Saviour is exalted to higheft Ho-
nour, in that he is at the right band of God : and then fure that
foul is no bafe one, that lies nearefi to the bears of Cbrift. Seemeth -
it afmall thing to you ( faid Mofes to Korab ) that the God of _
Ifracl hath brought you wear to bimfelf inthe Miniftry of the Ta- Numb.16.9,
bernacle? in which refpe Nazianzen highly extolls the now
defpifed Miniftry, and Cbryfoftom lifts it up above Crowns and
Scepters : but how much more honourableis it to draw near to
God in faving Grace, than in that Sacred Office, which fometimes
they that are moft unworthy climb up to ? They were the Gran-
dees of Perfia, who fat uext toihe King, and faw bis face, Efth.

1. 14, May I never affet greater Grandure in this World, than
in ncareft approaches to fee the face of Godin Chrift, though the
great ones of the World {et me under sbeir footftool.

I might add a word of Beanty, which,according to the Hebrew Homeflum.
phrafe, hath a kind of gooduefs in its comelinefs. But even thatis, D39
when the parts of the body are joyn'd together amongft them- FINID
felves, and all united to the head, which, if parted, or diflocated, Gen.24-16.
occafion horror rather than delight.  But O the ravifhing Beauty
of Chrift myftical, when from him and with him the whole body
is fitly joyned togetber ! Ephef, 4. 16. when met together to meet
with Chrift, they are the Beauty of Holiuefs, Pfal. 110. 3. This
made Mofes’s face fhine when he talked with God, Exod. 34. 29.

" This encompaffeth the Saints in their approaches to Chrilt with
rayes of Divine Inftre, that they need not be beholden to thg
Limner or Painter for a painted glory.  Though the Moon be at
the full of her light and beauty, when fhe is in furtheft oppofision

: ‘ to
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Argument 1.

The foul is
then in Apoges.
3 Cor.3.18.

aPct 1.4

" Lukers. 13.
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to the Swn, yet our Fadlis in our nearelt Union with the Sun of
Righteonfnefs. '

I forbear further inftances.  But that you may further fee how
good it is to draw near to God, give me leave to propound thefe -
two convincing Argumeats. ' -

That’s indecd good,and good to me,that makes me better ; but fo
do not the profits, pleafuses, honoursind the reft of thofe things
which the World calls good. A man may be extremely bad with
them, and too often (" whillk they proftitute his body,and debafe
his mind ) is made the worfe by them. But was it ever {o by

- our humble drawing near to God? Doth it notelevate the mind,

enlarge the heart, innoble, fpiritualize and by a ‘Divine Meta- .
morpholis transfirms the foul into the Image.of Chrift in its nearer
approachesand interviews ? IntelleGus-fit idem cum obje&lo.” The
anderflanding is made one with himin its Divine Comtemplations :
and love makes him o#e withit in its cordial embraces, not in
H. N. hismad phrafe Godded with God ,_but yet iu the Apofties
divine expreffion made partakers of the Divine Nature. Herc’s
cure by coming sear and touching, Luke 8. 44. Healing ander bis
wings, Mal. 4. 2. Lifeand Foyin his Prefence, Pfal. 16. 11 The
Prodigal dare not be {o bad as he would be, unlefs he run far from
his Fatber’s bexfe. And that tells you thegood child is better
for keeping in his Father’s prefence.  When we keep wear 0 God,
Heaven is not only near to us, but Heaven is in us ; we then have

- not only heavenly Joyes, butalfo heavenly Mearts 5- and is it not

Arggment, 2.

good tobe there ? and therefore to draw nearer ? .a

And again good to draw near, becaufe beft when neareft, and
worft when fartheft off. :

1. Fitft, beft when neareft. o

Angels and Men by nature the beft of God’s Creatures, becanfe
in nature they are meareft to him, and moft xeftmble him, and

* are capable of commanion with him.

Matth, 18. 10,

Of Angels they are the good ones, that continually behold him,
and they the bef? that are weareft 5 and thercfore the chief of them
are wont to be called Affifentes. -
. Of Men, as firft, when was 4dams beft, when now created and
enjoyed converfe with God ? or when fallen and then run away
from him ? .

Of all Men, the Saints that are moft bonowred by bim are a pecple
near wmo bim, Pfal. 148, 14. their firft beginning to be well be-
ing when at firft in converfion they begin+to turn- towards him,

’ “and
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"+ and how wellarte they ? never better than when in theexércife
of Grace, performance of fesvice in Meditation, Prayer, Word, .
Sacrament, in doing, nay thoughit be in fuffering, they can get
nearcft to bim 5 let it be upon the Cdnon’s mouth ( faith the foul -
that is truly sosched,) if 1 may but fo make my approaches to my 1, 529
~ God. Let my Father whip me,if,whilit he o doth, he takes me 26,27,
into his Arms. ‘The Child is not afraid in the dark ; if then he
have his Father bfy the hand : noris Davidin the valley of the
Joadow of death, it his good Shepherdbe with bim, Plal. 23. 4.
The whole World is not worth a Dungeon’s light and a Prifon’s
inlargement, when Chrift fhines in, and his Spirit fcts the foul
at liberty to goont to him. The Martyr is not bound when
tyed to the ftake, his foul is spon the wing to take her flight to
her Saviour. * It {éems then that it is fo good to draw near to God,
that in {0 doing the ' Serpens hathloftit’s fimg 3 the Liow is be-
come a Lamb 5 the Gridirona bed of Rofess Darknefs is n0 Dark- DGl 139,19
nefs5 the worft evils are'not themfelves. . Its good 20 be afflicte ‘
tormented, to [uffer,t0 dye : good tobe, todo, to fuffer any thing,
if thcrcbyxye be fet nearer to Chrift whoisgll in all, ,
But how good then, whenin a better conditon, when once
come peareft in Heaven’s full vifion and perfet communion there,
and fo'tobe with Chriff? what faith Pasl of it ? he wants words,
and yet multiplies them, it’s woME &NV wpe G0V, muito magis
_ meliss, Coimparative upon Comparative, which rifeth higher
than a Superlative,  It’s much moye better, even beft of all, Phil, '
1. 23. whichwhen Peter in. Chrift’s transfiguration hadonly 3
glimpfe of, he halftranflates my Text, and cryes outinan Ex-
taly, Lord it’s good to be bere, Mat. 17. 4 And fo when the
elevafed foul is got intothe Holy Mosnst, and there having a -
neazer ftand takes a fuller view of the glory of Chrift, is fo near
that being in the Spirit It’s carryed out tohim in Rrongeft work- Rev. 1. xo/
ings and heavenly raptures, as the inferior Orbs are carried gbout *
by the motion of the-Primwm mobile, and when in inward peace,
can quietly ly down in its Saviours bofam: whiltt others are anxi-
oufly asking, mbo will fhew us any good? theix Corn and Wine ispg, , 4.,
nothing tq%qch a lifiing up of the light of God’s Coumenasce, it
fwegtly fings. its reqwiem, and knows what it [aith ( which Peser
did not) and crieth out, ulere nahdv tsw wuds & Cwai,
Lord, it’s good to be bere, Fuvat uj"gue morari. Let us here not
" make a Tabernacle, buta Mz;ﬁ[o? or ever. "
or
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For firfRit’s beft to be neareft. ,
2. Secondly, many now do, and many more at hft will
fmd it worft when fartheft off. >
If Devils of all Creatures are in the worft condition, I am fure
they are at the furtheft diftance,and therefore Satan in ancient Li-

‘turgies fliled &MdTE,G~, 3 far-off flranger to Chrift and his

Kingdom. A

And for Men; our firft unhappy ftep towards mifery was in
our firft retrograde from the God of our Mercy, when® we came
to be eftranged from the womb, and to go aftray 5 faon as we were

. born, Pfal. §8. 3. Soas the further we go, is the further from

God, and nearer to our own deftruion, lesving bim, and for-
Jaking ourown mercy together, Jonah 2. 8, ,

And {o at laft, when we are furtheft ran from him, we are
arrived at the loweft pitch of our own mifery. So when the rich
wanis in Hell, itwas &od pome foev, afar off that be faw Laza-
zus in Abraham’s bofoms, Luke 16.23. And accordingly that ja.
fernal dungeoniis called T ouéTG- tfdlee gy, omtward darknefs,
Matth. 8. 12. As Prifius wcre wont to be withowt the City,
Ads 124 10. So thofe unhappy (ouls in this fett at the remoteft
diftance from Chrift’s prefence and Kingdom, as the Apoftle
defcribes everlafting defraflin t0 be &wd wesadrs ek,
Yeom the prefence of the Lord, 2 Thefl. 1.9, When the Lord Jefus
at the laft day fhall &woskopgrilew, chide thofe undone Mifcre-
antsinto Hell with thofc foulsfinking words, ‘Depars from me ye
ewrfed, Matth, 25. 41. Then at leaft the truth of this Do&rise,
that it's good'to draw mear to God, ( though now not beedsd )
will be by fuch fully bat moft uncomfortably refemted, of gwhich
truth, had we no other proof, we need no better evidence than
this double witne(s ) -

1. Of an humble fou! indefertion, which had formerly fit
the fiveetnefs of Cbrift's nearer prefence, and is now faintin
and fwooning away by 1eafon of his abfence 5 how is it farve

_ with fuch "2’ cold blaft, when removed out of that warm Sun-

fhine? would not the poor Woman, when the feels her felf faint-
ing and her Iffue running, fay, it would be well with me, if I
could draw near » would not the leaft towch of tlic wtmoff bem be
a rich mercy? : .

- 2. Of aforlorn fonl in the eftate of defpair and damnation. .
Was it not a trembling Cain’s faddeft Note » Thow haf driven me

from
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- from tby prefemce, and thevcfore m punifoment is greater than Ican.
bear, Gen. 4. 13,44. Though malice, guile, and horror make .
fuch bid God depart from them, and make them fly from bims, yet b 14,14,
theirown prefent feelings cannot but make them fenfible how
- good it would be to be mearer to him, ‘when they find it the extre- -
mity of all evil to be uttecly and for ever removed from him.

The ground of all which may be taken principally, 1. From Reafon;
the Nature of God. 2. Of the Creature in general. 3. Of Man
in particular. And 4. More efpecially from that new Nasure
or gracious frame, which God works in the #em Creature.

ForGod " . ’ “ . - Reaf. 1.

1. Firlt he is an Omniprefent God, not far from any of ue, AQs l(§od l Pm:
17. 27. but more inward than our very fouls to every onc of us ; AsOmnipre-
So that there is now no flying from bie prefewce: And thercfore phc .o . *
think whether upon this ground it be not beft to draw meartobis .
goodnefi. When Fasob could not efcape Efam 3s ap ewsmy, it Gen. 32,
was his wifdom {0 to apply himfelf to him,as to make him his ¢/ wsks

friend. . Becaule we cannot meet God as an exemy, be we as fup. 744 exctjms.
pliants to make him a friend, Amos 4. 12. Thereis no efcaping ¢z uum pre.
from God, butby running to him, nor efcaping his Wtrath, if fundus efri;;
we betake not our felves to his Mercy. If we draw no near to profundis ! &
the Tbrone of his Grage, we (hall be drawn tothe Bar of his Fu- ::ﬁ’g,”' rece-
fice. In aword, heisan infinit God; fothat we cannot awoid 4jryr cdrer
him, and is it not then good to-make a virtue of neceffity, and Auguft. Conf.
{o to draw near to him? , Isb,8. cap.3.

2. But that we miay not be {o much driven by fear, as drawn’ As good
with Cords of Love, Confider we, as his greatnefs, {o efpecially )
his goodnefs, and that’s a firong Atradive, hath a wonderful -

Magwetick force to draw thefoulto love, and the mind to affent,
that it’s {o goed to draw near to a good God, that it’s a Conchufion
above Demonftration.  Particularly: L
1. As God, heis Bonwm Ustiverfaliffimums All in all, 1 Cor.
15. 28. which contains all geod in him, and fo is able to make
an univerfal {upply of all that geod, which we ftand in need of .
from bim * Chriftus meus & omwia, My God ismy 4ll: my all-
{ufficient portion ; who, as fuch, fufficienter movet - imples v-
lunsatem, as Aquinas fpeaks, like the huge Ocean that fills every 1. Aq. 10,
Creek 5 which the fhallow narrow Rivolets of the Creature’s A- ¢.
largeft perfeGions cannat reach 5 cannot fupply all; and the want Q“m"“ ”:‘:"”’ '
ofanygwd thing minifiers mote difgaes, than- the enjoyment of o, ¢ ; B
‘ . S{l2 - many
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many Satisfaion. ¥ bave feen'sn end of all perfetion, faith the
Pl.srg.96 Pfaimiff, bue it's well that he adds thy Commandments are exceed-
ing broad. ©Onc God more thapn enough to fulfil our defires and
wants : - And why then fhould I not prefer God before my felfy
.as the mhole before the part 2 Why fhould Enot be mesrer to God
than to my felf? How well would it be to have the Head of alk
eur Springsly in this immenfe Ocean ? 'How good ’is it to drew
sear to that God? when by enjoying of him, who is more than alf,
we may be fure to want nothing.
2. As God,he is Summum Bonurs & Finis ultimmns 5 the chicf-
) eft goed and loft end, Pfal. 73. 25. Prov.16.4. We Chriftians
ide Schedium muﬁ needs believe it, feeing all the Seéts of the Heathen Philo-
2. . fophers ( exceptthe proud * Stoick, whbthinks his wife man
. s;me::.:‘:;' is in fome thing above his. God ) do-joyntly acknowledge it.
ﬁ?:ﬁl‘ém " Now it’s Awftin’s truc rule, Rei eujufque perfedio oft in adbefione
A& 1. B od Juum principinm, that it’s the goodnefs and perfe&ion of
aliguid qmo - every thing to adhere to its principle, and to be in a tendency to
Japsens amsect- o |t end, which therefore makes God the Load. flone of the foul,
dapDewm-: ihae it cannot reft ¢ill it point to him ; the very Center of it, that
* it cannot be quiet till it refl in him as the chiefgood : our chiefeft
“happinefscan confift in nothingbut. in neareft Uniorrand fulleft
‘Communior with him. o . '
3. As God, he'is (0 Omnipotently good; that eitheras a oess
wAefinan@-, whilk he is near,he can keep evil far from us, Pfil.
‘91.7. oF fo abateit,that it doth not burs us,Dan. 3. 27. & 6. 22.
erfo changeit, that it thall be a means of good to us, as Fofeph’s *
 brethrens bad intention, a- means of his and' their prefervarion,
Gen. 50. 20 and Efth. o. 1. turns Balaam’s curfe imto 4 bleffing,
Podg. 14 14 Deut. 23. 5. So that ows of she Eater, comes meat, and owt of the
March.y. 16, firong, [weetnefs : Grapes are gathered Sf Thorns, and Figs of
| .Pra\; ;6..;. T’Zi;glu : makes m} Exemy mydl’riénd, my Wound my Cure, my
2lor X.5.  Aflction my Confolazion, and ecven my weakrefs my flremg:
& Cor.32. 7,9. wﬁgﬁ I being (o weaksthat F cannot ﬁand‘onati'iuj; owzl {:;:gul:
caft into my Fathers arms. ~ And was not the Pfalmift then upon
a fafe-guard, when at the fame time that in one Verfe his Ene-
mics drawing near made hisheart eremble, in'the very-nexe Verfe,
- bis God being a5. near made his Faith conhdent , PSR 11g.
" watth.giry.. 350,150 © how good is it'to" draw mear ro this Omnipotent
I Gody who, when the Floudy come, and the Winds bliw, can
“cither ftill the Storm, ormake it blow us into-the Harbowr } isfo
' - ) good-




. omPsar 23 28 - 413
goodas cither to caufe allevil to be faraway, or when near to
be far from burting us!. .
4. AsGod, he is purely and onely good, o as mo exil is either
in him, or dwels with bim, Pfal. 5. 4. 2% \N, faith the Pfalmift
in the firt words of this Pfalm, and they may indiffcrently be
rendred cither, Traly. God is good, or God is only good : and
indeed be is moft truly good, that is only good, and fo God
is a molt fimple being without thelealt intermixture of any evil 3
no evil in bim, none proceeds from him; allis gond that God -
fends. * His good Word, 2 Kings 20. 19. His good Spiris, Nch, 7.
9. 20- His Creatures good, as he made them, Gen. 1. 31. Nay, his
very Chaftifements good, as he improveth them, Pfal. 119.71.
All good, and as they come from him, onely good: wish the pure
be is pure, Pfal. 18.26. A pareheart and way without mixtare
of fin fhall have pwre Mercy without mixture of wrath : Provoke me
208y and I will do yow no bwrt, Jer. 25. 6. But nowin all other
things, even in our beft Contentments by reafon of their and our
vanity there is an untoward mixture of evil and good 3 it may be
of a great deal of evil with a little good , of the worft evil
with the choiceft good : a very Polypus head, in which:
MoMa utv e meuryutva, woM& 't Avypd. ,
Either in them or in our ule of them bittereft choler of {weeteft Thucidides,
honey 5 a moft infe@ious Plague (as once at Athms ) after 3
moft healthful year. Worft carriages and beft parts in the fame see pjccars.
man; as in_the fame Cataline Virtue and Vice were at a Combat, Obfervat,
but that the latter ushappily got the ViGory : an Antidoteand a ”’ﬂ;’i"’f““,"' .
Poyfonin the fame Viper ;. in the fame Toad, in whichis- ( if o, %"
you could find it) themoft Precious Stone, you may be fure to
find the rankeft Venom ' that you have more caufe not to touch
it for the one, thanto takeit up for the other. Such ftaves of
comfort are the Creatures, ‘like Mofes’s : “take them at the one
* endy, and they.will be a Staff in your hand to fupport you : but if
at the osber, a Serpent to fting you to the heart = So that inflead proq. 4. 234,
of drawing near to them, you heve need with him to fly frome ‘
shem. But how fafely then may we, and-how confidently ought
we with Humility to dram near @ God, who though of our
felves are evil, and only evil, and comtinnally evil, yet (hall find
him good, and onely good, and cverlaftingly geod ? Ifit be good
marrying that good WKife, which will ds ber busband goody and. uos
s all the days of ber life, Prov. 31..12. Then, how mugh beteer
4sitin chaftelt love to dwell withand cleave 1o this who ;s
: : )
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fo purely and fimply good in him(elf, that if thou wile let hin,

. hewill do no. burt, but good, and good only, and that to Eser-

nity, o
5. As God, heis Infinitly good, and Infinitwms nom-potcft tran-
firi : We cannot pafs ovér and get through that which is' Infimite,

~.orget to theend of that, which hath none: fo that chough

Cap.8, 6.

every day we get nearer, yet flillthercis a Pl slera, that thou
mayeft ftill be calledon (asthe Angel did Ezekiel ) to fee yt
more: We are foon at the bottom of the thatlow Creature’s greateft
depth, and indeed at the firft inour expedation gotten fat beyond
what we after find in the pofféffion 5 fo that the beauty of “it is be@t
feen at - adiftance, and the nearer we cometo it, ‘the more ble-
mifhes wefecinit s and on the contraryin eur approaches to
‘God’s infinite goodnefs, as wecannot think fo much before as
‘we find after, fo the nearexr we come, the tmore we meet with;
4o that when thou haft goae fo far and gotten fo much of God,
asthou doft want, and he canafford no more, ¥l give thee leave
to fit fill, but till then I muft advife thee, that it’s good for thee

. -to get mearer.

Lukey8.13.

6. But it may be this Infinlt goodnefs will overpour our
weaknefs, and therefore the trembling foul with the poor Pab-
Jicanin the Gofpel yet fands afar off, and dares not draw near,
avhileft i¢ chinks thatas God is Optimws, {0 he is Maximus,
though infinitly geed, yet infinitly great, and therefore although

. my badnefs ands innced of his gooduefs, yet my baefmefs and

Prov. 2. 27,

guiltine(s had need ftand off from that greatwefs. This bottom-
lefs Ocean’will drown me, and alchough the nearer to this Sun
the more warmth and light, yet in fuch nearer appraaches that
heat witl melt my waxen wings; and that lighe will dazle and
put out my weaker eye: True in our bold and curious approaches
Serutator Majeftatis opprimetwr 4 glorid. But in our humble ad-
dreflcs we fhall find it far otherwife, zix. God tobe bomum con-
veniens atqye: ita.maxime appesibile, fo good as moft fuable to
our defires and wants. . . L
. Partly as in his own infinite {weetnefs and condefcenfion he
ftoops fo low, that the lowlieft heart may freely draw wear, and
touch the Zzp of bis golden Scepser, as woblaflt Princes have given
freeft accefs to their meaneft Subje@s : His greatnefs no obftru-
&ioh todis goodmels : S
.. But pincipafy and. (to us by our fin cftranged from bi‘xﬂn)
TN oL . ot . only,
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only, .asin Chrift our Emmanuel, God with us, we come to have

»ear and clofec Communion with Ged énbim : an holy God and -

finful man were atan unapproacliable ditance. But therefore

our Saviour God-man came between us a Mediator, that we,

who were afar off, may be made near by the bloud of Chrijt, Ephef.

2, 13. Thatas the fame Ifraclites,.whom the brightnefs of Mofes

- bis face draveaway, Exod. 34.30. whenhe had put 4 Vail on

it, drew ggear to him, Verfe 31, 32,33 So the {ame finner, who

muft keep aloof off from his Majeity s efpecially as he looks out

in afiery Law, need run far away toeefcape his wrath and curle, pey,. 335
as now he hath put on the Veil of bis fifb, 'may GGRN gnd
comfortably approach , and Have blfled Communion \}Ih
him, and experimently fay withthe Pfalmift, that it’s god to
draw near to him, ' S ‘

.
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Sep.' 9. 1649.
- Psawr, 73. 28
« But it is good for we 10 drew newr to God,

Reaf. 2, He fecond gtound whereof is taken from the Nature of

This the Creature in General, which at beft is but a_depend-
.=’ﬂ5N ) ing being, not fufficiesit in and of it felf for its own
;“b::':_ Text 3 =™ Happinefs, and thercfore muft go out of it felf, tofind -

mp On it in anothes ; which ultimately, nay, immediately is God on-
God Almigh- ly. Now that it may have it of bim, it muft be fome way or
ty is only God other united to bim and fo from a natural Tendency ,proporti-
All fufficient. onably to the nature of it looks and moves towards him, and
" "AUBe0Ss g5 it can, draws near and cleaves to him, according to that ef
and therefore oo prmift, The eyes of all wait wpom thee. Plal. 145. 1, 15,
é o'f{ ‘:fmf As the Vine to the Elmy and the Ivie to the Oak, how faft doth
felf, and there- it clafp and cleave > How doth it infinuate? Like the Rivers
fore alone Self- to -the Ocean, or Ezekiel’'s Cedar-branches to the greas Eagle,
fufficient,  Chap. 17. 6. The Soveraign Lord and Creator leaving in the
MW that  mof perfe@ Creature fome defe, cither for being, well-being,
g‘:‘hffgn':‘l;‘;f_‘ or continuing in both, that it may have recourfe to Him fora
" gff, thacall fupply; asthe Child that cannot defend, or (it may be) afg;
elfe have their it felf on its own Legs, when left, crieth to the-Father: W
beings from  were it if we could cry more after ours, for that might make
him. God draw nesr to s, when we cannot g0 bim. What 2 dark
frozen thing is fuch a Northern Clime, where the Sun’s Light
~ fhines not, and whither its warm Beams reach not? But what
a very nothing is every thing without a God creating and
fupporting it > The very Chaos could not continue in its imper-
Gen.r.2.  fe&@ confufed being withcut the Spirit of God brooding upon
LPMD  it: And therefore when we fee the Flawers opening to the
o  Sun, and the Birds in Winter-Seafon flying away iato warmer
Countries 5 they tell us, that (as we are Creatures ) for our
Confiff.L.b.13. being, and well-being, i’s good to draw mear to Gods and teach
vap. 8. us to make Auftin’s Confeflion, Male ¢ft mibi preser te, mom fo-
© T lumsextra me, [ed in meipfo, & omnis wibi copia, que Dens mews
: non

Ay
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won cft, egeftas eft , Lord,, without thee how ill would it be
with me ? And that not only in regard of what’s without me,
but alfo within me. Without thee, my greate®t Plenty is er-
rant Beggarys and therefore fuch a poor Crcature fands in need
todwell near to fuch a Good Neighbour, to be warmed by his
Fire, and fed at his Table. Lord, it’s good for me to beg an .
Alms at thy Beshfda; though I creepon my Kneces, to get as
near as I can to thee. , :
And this the rather, if, io the third place, we confider the Redf: 3.
Nature of Man, as in himfelf, and in reference to God; in a
fpecial manner made by bim, and for bim, and therefore unquiet Fecifs o ad
and reftle(s till it return to him. ‘The right Line is tumned intoa & & srregus
Cixcle, in which the Line is fo refle@ed, that in its return it :‘;}’:"ﬁ‘z””
ftays not, till it rcturn frotn whence it firft came. ' ,.,,,-':ﬁ,, pt
Of a Spiritual, Immortal, and Underftanding Sos!, of valt re.
apprehenfions and defires, , uitin,
Of a Sociable Natwre, pity it thould not have acquaintgnce f’;’ﬁf-k L
" with God. If notgood for Adam to be alowe, without a Meet- See Dr.Field
belp, 139 Gen. 2.18. as always before him, with whom he of the Church.
might be made one flgfb: How illto be without a better help bbe 1o 1.
nearer at hand, with whom he may be made one Spiris 2 .,
Made after Gods Image, Gen. 1. 26. and therefore beft when
he cancome neareft to that firt and beft Copy, o
. With an wsnderftanding Soul, Job3s.11. And therefore the
more he knows, the mor¢ he underftands his own Dependency,
and therefore feeth a greater neceflity of drawing the mearer to
the Fountain of his Beingand Welfare. -
Of a Capacious Apprchenfion, which nothing but this Pri-
mum Versm can fill, and therefore wearys himfelf (Ecclefi12.12.)
in an endlefs fearch after Trath in feveral Arts and Sciences:
‘The World is [et in bis beart, Ecclef. 3. 11, but it’s but litsle that
he canattain, Job 26.14.and not witbout a great deal of difficulty
‘is tired out in gathering up the Rays of Light and Truth, which Scattered as
this Sun hath fcattered among the Creatures; but is not {atisfied ? ach over
till he find them all, and more thanallin himfelf. Thisis eter therﬁabblcf;
nal Life, 10 know thee, and whows show haft fens, Fefus Chrift, John ‘
17.3. Inche Study of the Creature is a toilfome task, Ecclef,
1. 18. It’sinthe #ear Vifion of God, which the underftanding
- of a Man doth fully acquiefce in, and fo IntelleBns eff in quiete.
- And s he is of a Capacions Apprebenfion, which nothing bue
this Primum Versm can fill: So he is of a large beart and vaf
Ttt ' defires
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defires; which nothing but this Summum bonem cia fatisfies
God only being E! Shaddai, Ezod. 6. 3. Gen. 17- 1. The God
Al-fufficiens cither to his own or our Happinefs. Whence it is,
that when the Soul is once put off from him, Per devis errens,
like the evil Spirit in the Gofpel, Mat. 12.43. goes thromgh dry
Places, fecking ref, and fiuds wmome cill with the Pfalmif, he

" looks Home-ward to God, and faith, Retwrn snto thy reft, O my
Sonl, Plal. 116.7. .

Sometimes, as Solomon in Ecclefiaftes, he fecks and fearcheth
for what may fatisfic him in the Creature, and what content
it canafford ; and as there wasno Nation and Kingdom, in which
Abab did not hunt for Elijab, 1 Kings 18. x0. and yet he conld

' not be found: So there is no Creature in or under Heaven,
which in this bufie fearch is not as it were unlapt and ran.
- facked, if poffibly by the Profit or Pleafure of it comtems may
. be found lapt up'in it. This bufie Bee fits and fucks on every
Flower, and like a Chymift makes Extra@ions of all forts
“out of all things, if from any from all he might gain
,fuch an Elixir as may ferve his turn. But_she deep faith, it
#ot in me. In all the inferiour Creatures Adam could not find
& Meet-belp, Gen.2.20. Is pity that in any he fhould meet
wich'his Happine(s = Soloion,when tired out with this wild and
cager purfuit, is ghd at laft to turm in €0 God : Let’s bear the
conclufion of tbe whole Matter, Fear God and keep bis Command-
ments , for 1bis is tbe whole $of Man, Ecclef. 12.13. allone
with this ini the Text, It’s good for me to draw near 1o God.

But before that, when vain' Man hath been wearied ont in
ﬁcking thdt in the Creature, which will not be found, before
he willdraw near t0 God , with Saul he will rather apply him.
feIf to Satan, and dig & deep as Hell to find it, trying whether
that may be overtaken iri a way of fin, which could not be met
-with ip the lawful Content of the Creature, and here he runs
counteramain Hell-ward , ¢ill he hath quite wesried himfelf
in that Courle, Ifa. 57. 10. adds Drunkennefs to Thirff, and
Thisft to Drunkennefs; when he hath been moft druuk, yet
thirlts the more, and the more he drinks, the more he thirfts;
moft unhappy in that he feeks she Living amongst the Dead ;
miftakes Mifery for Happine(s, and Hell for Heaven. But it’s
this Good that he looks and gropes for ; though now Blind-fold-
¢d and- turned off from God, he goes a quite contrary way:

ZwPfal 118,1, But yetas Awftin well oblerves, Mali propteres fumt mali wt fins
. bomi
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bomi nempe beati : The wickedeft Men do ill, that they might
fare well. It’s a-Goaduefs and Happinefs, that they make af-
- ter. It’s’Ayvésg ot to which they Sacrifice, a Deity which
. "they ferve 5 unhappy in this, that they gralp the Cloxd for
Funo in their Hunting after the vain Creature, and worfhip
the Devil inftead of the true God, 1 Cor. 10. 20. in their thus

s19

quefting with open Mouth aftey finful Contentments 3 but yet -

whilft mifled with thefe fow! Errors, they bear witnefs to this
Fundamental Trauth, that whillt they fo eagerly, but in vain,
purfue fuch falfe Goods , they plainly fay, that it’s (good to drew
mear to the Trues fo that the Man hath loft himfelf when he
‘hath loft this Principle, is rather a Beaft, ora Devil, than a
‘Man, that in Profeflion and Converfation will not fay, that
it’s good to draw wear 80 God. :

Efpecially if we confider that new Natwre, which God wotks Redf, 4.

‘in the new Creature, the holy frame of a Godly heart: As thofe
Men, whoft bearts Gad bad towched, fellowed Saul sthe Lords
Anointed, 1 Sam. 10.26. So thofe blefled Souls, which Chrift
(that true LoadRone) hath indeed somcbed, whillt it draswy,
they run ofter bim, Cant. 1.4. Such Divine Sparks muft needs
- move upward to their proper Element, -as the Virgula Divine
bends that way that the Mine lieth. And this, .
1. Partly from the inward Inflin& of that Divine Natwre
which they partake of, which makes them yvialas( as the Apg-
ftle’s word is, Phil. 2.20.) even waturally care for the things of
Ged, and propend towards him, which appears by this, that
whilft with. others . K Lo
ce + w——Trabis fus quemqme volaptas : . 1

Ad ynum emmes All' of them,though of never fuch different Ages,
-Parts,Conditions » nay, though of quite contrary Tempers and
Difpofitions otherwife, yet. &0 yaiss with.one jopmt confens.Jpak,
and according, to their {everal abilities draw tomards God as negr
a they can.  The Swallowe doth-not more naturally flie to the
Saladine when hurt, or the Chicken run to the Hem when in
danger, thana Right-born Heir of Heaven to God his Father.
‘The new-born Babe crys, and the dying Chrjftian .nqw breath-
ing out his Squl, gaffsand breaths after him: The.pnein the
eginning of his Race thinks it long till he comes -at him,, the
other almoft at the end of his, with Paxl Phil. 3. 13, 14 the
further he goes, makes the more hafte to him (in fcwul',l’at.g\s’
T Ttt 2 : - but

2 Pet. 1.4,
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Hof. 3. 6,7.
J”*B"“':’i'

Gen. 3

but all in one Road God ward]: the one though he hath not yet

~ had fuch experience of him, yet thinks how good it were, if

he codd get near him s the other npon his long experience,
thinks it beft to keep clofe to him: when in AMiction, he ac-
“counts his Prefence more than all other things that he wants,
*and when in Profperity, he values the fame Prefence above all
“elfe that he enjoys. I might Inftance in many other Particu-
Tars : But thefe may fuffice to fhew, that among never fo many
Dif:ords, they yet altogether make up this Harmenty, and from
“the general Inflin& of that sew Nature all cry out with the
"Plalmift in the Text, /s good for every one of us feverally, for
all of us (the whole Chorus) joymtly, to draw mear and keep
clofe 20 God. :

2. Bat efpecially upon their deliberate Refolutions upon long,
trial and experience, they thereby come more fully to know

"what they have found good to apply themfelves to 5 they cannot
But conglude that it’s bc(% to draw uear to God.

At their ficft Converfion, they were fufficiently convinced of

the Vanity, and oft-times of the Mifchief of all other Applica-
~tions , of the Creatures utter Infufficiency for any faving Good
*to-them. - Fobn Baprift, that made way for Chrift in their hearts,

cried, All flefp is grag},’ Ifa. 0. 6.  The fixft faving Breath, that
" Breathed Life into them, blafted the Creature to them : Asfoon
“as they began to live 20 Ged, the Flefi was mortitied; and the
"World cracified, '

‘But farther, In their after frequent Experience they Kave
been hercin more confirmed s that,. when their Souls have gone
out to any Creature to fupport them, they find the beft fo weak
that chey cannot, or nothing in comparifon of God; not acall

-without God : Farber and Motber caft off, when God' alone takes
‘wp, Pfal. 27.10. (and thercfore Ceafe from Man, whofe Breath
¥ in bis Nofirils, for wherein is be 30 be sccommted of 7 1fa.
avem) o ' . .
Aud for others, fo bad, that if they could, they would noty
“fo that oft-times they are the worfe, the wearer they come ta
- theme The Reed breaks, and pierceth the Hand, when leancd
-upon for fupport, Exck. 29. 6, 7. the Briay fcratcheth and
" pricks, when gone to for fhelter: They gct as much good by
applying themfclves tothem, as Fofepb did by going ta his Bre-
-thren or the Levite by turning in to Gibeab, Of all others
the Godly arc deferted by Friends, and purfued by Enemies,
and
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and they theméelves a poor fhiftlefs he'plefs Peop'e, and therefore
is geed for the Cemies, that feeble folk, and fo much hunted, 1o
make their Honfes in the Rock, Prov. 30.26. 1ts good for the
Vine, fo unable to fubfitt of it flf, and fo much pluckt by others,
- t0 clafp faft tothe Elm : For me, that am plagued all the dsy long,
and chaffned every marning, as the Pfalmift fald of himfclf, v. 14.
Jor me, atlealt, it's good to draw mear to God. This by experi-
- ence they find 3 and thercfore as Fofbws faid to Ifrael, If it feem
evilto yom to [erve the Lord, chufe yow whem yom svill ferve s bus
I and my Honfe will ferve the Lord, Jolh. 24.15. So willevery
-sight-born Heir of Heaven, however others take offence and go
-away, Joh. 6. 66. yet when asked, Whether they alfo wonld go
eway, ( v. 67.) with Peter be ready refolvedly to anfwer, Lord,
‘to whom fhoxld we go ? Thow baft the words of Eternal Lifes
ond we believe and are [ure that thox art that Chrift, &c. ver. 63.
*We know, and havefound and flt, what thou art in thy felf,
and what thou hatt been to- us in our keepiog clofe to thee, and'
therefore therce’s no talking or thioking of leaving thee.. The
faithful Soul from the very Heart faith, what the Plalmift w 25.
.exprefleths Lord, whom bave, I in:Heaven.but thee ? and there is
.novie o Earth that I defire befides tbee ;. And therefore when others,.
3 27. by theindear-bought experience,: find at laft nothing but
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defirndlion is gained by being afar off, and going a whering from: o

thee, 1INY, Quod ad-me fedas, 1 thatknow this, and have had:
experience both of the mifchief of my being eftranged from
thee, and of -the blfling of kecping clofe to. thee, I muft hold
ta it, and fhall ever ( by the Grace of God ). bideby it, that is’s
good for me to draw mear to thee. -

Which teacheth us with all hamble thankfulne(s to think
and acknowledg,how good God hath been to us in giving us Je-
fus Chrift, by whole Mediation alone we may have this aceef7
and without which, as we.noware, it would be as good. for us
to drew near 1o God, as for a- guilty MalefaGor:to the Bar of an
angry Judge, or for Briars.and Thorns t0 a confuming fire,1(a.27.4.
for fo God s to Sinners out of Chrilt, Heb. 12.29. And then
Who among us is able to dveell wish devowring fire 2 Who among ue-
can dwell with everlafting burnings # 1fa. 33. 14, His Majefly is
foinfinitely glorious, that (as the Apoitle fpeaks) be dwells in.
Light wnapproacbable, 1 Tim. 6. 16. v

His Holinefs fo impatient of finful defilemens, that he caunes
endwure 30 bebold ity Hab, 1.13. fo that even the impudent finnes

. ' gets

U 1.



Ty

¥22

SERM. XXX,

gets as far as he can owt of bis fight,that he may morefrecly com-
mit it, Ifa.29.15.  and the humbled b/nfbing finner comnet fand be-

, fore bim by reafon of ity ‘Ezra. 9.6, 15.

Gen. 3.

Gen. 4.

Luke 18, 13.
Rev.6. 15,16,

Rom. 7. 25.

Gen. 47. 2.

John 1. 14.
-Heb. 2. 14.

His Juitice is fo firi&, and his Wrath fo dreadful, as makes
Adsm, when now under guilt, bide bimfelf's Cain rusomt of bis
efence 5 the poor humbled Publican flawd sfar off 5 and che
grlorn damnecd Souls at the lat day defire Mowmtains and
‘80 fall upon them, rather than he (hould fee them, and, as Baf!
thinks, wifh rather to lie ftill in the Prifon of Hell, than to be
"brought out before him to his Judgment-Seat.

How awful is that fad word ot God’s being fanified in them
that draw uigh te bim, Levit.20.3! And how dreadful is that
Threat of God’s drawing nesr to Fudgmens, Mal. ?. s! And

«can it then be {0 good, to draw mewrts fucha God (o gloriousand
terrible ? 1 thank God tbmrgb ‘Yefus Chrift sur Lord, faid the
'Apoftle in alike cafes and {o° doth the faithful Soul in this, T
‘shank, God through Fefus Chrift owr Lovd : Through him my
Propitiatory T find my Judg on a Mercy-Seat : and fo iss good 1o
draw near : -happy that we may, and more happy if we will,
Tt was he, that engaged ‘bis bears 1o approach to God, Jer. 30421,
“That Somof Man, 1bap drew near to-the anciens-of days, Dancg.13.
‘and {0 brings us with him, as Jofepb did his Brethren into:the
King’s prefence.  As our near Kixfman taking our Natwre into -
the neareft Union of his Perfin, {0 as in this Glafs we fee the Glo-
7y of Ged forefracted and attempered to our weaknefs, that in~
ftead of being opprefled withit, we ere changed into it, 3:Cor. 3.
18, Byour blefled Emannel God is{o withws, -as that we may
have free and nesr accefsto him. = - : - ,

Whillt his Holinefs and Obedience become a Vil to cover our
Defilement. :

And his Blood hath {o fully quenched the fiery Indignation of
hisFacher® Wrath, that we, who by the Law are kept at a di-

- ftance afar off, ‘Excd. 20.18. & 24. 2. have by the Gofpel of

Ufe 2.

Cl;r)iﬂ brought to us a bester bope, by which we draw wigh to God,
Heb.7.19. - ’

And what now remiaineth ? but that fecing it is {0 good 0 draw
wear 16 Ged, we be all exhorted in’his fear tobe {0 good to our
{elves, asto keep no longerat adiftance. Let Straugers, yea

Enemies, drqw near, and let Frionds draw yet mearer. Let not
our firsany loriger feparate us, and then let not unbelicf dif-
“heartenus,  Remember, ‘that as an the one fide 1he Spinis-- anad
s : the
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* the.Beide. fay; come s and be shss beareth [sish, come,viz. in thade-
fires and out-goings of their Soul to Chrift 5 fo he on the other
fide, in his defire of their union with him, ecchoeth back again,
And be thas is. atbirft, come 3 and whofoever willy let bim take of
the Waser of Life freely, Rev.232.17. And then, as the Lord
faith, Fer.30.21. Whois be that engageth bis hears 1o approsch
sntome? Sol in the Name of the Lord, whillt I look upon
this great Congregation, am bold to ask the Queftion; But
who amongft you all is fuch an Enemy to his own good, as will
not now and. henceforth ever hereafter engage bis whole beart to
make yet nearer approaches to this God, whois fo good, and in
drawing near to whom confifts our everlafting happine(s ? Some
Interpreters upon that Text, think that the Queftion , Wb is
be that engageth bis bears, &c. is madeby way of a troubled ad-
miration that {o few do, But I befeech you let it not fo be, but
that (as others rather think) by way of encouragemens, as
though he had aid, But whois that blefled Man, that I may fee
him, and go out tomeet him? And therefore as Febw in atothes
cafc faid, Whoisommy fide ? who 7 and it’s added, That a0 or
shree Exnuchs looked ow.  Though I defize not in other things to
make any fidings, (therearetoo. many already ) yot in regard
of our. drawming mear to God, 1 make no feltiaus' queltion, if k
ask of you all s Bw¢ who will be o the Lord’s fide ?-who ? Wha of
You will now engage your. bearts to approsch to God 7 Let it not, L
befeech you, be two-or shree, but many. QO that I could prevaik
with you-all. Here fay oneand all, 1 and I, and ( 45.iCs faid

ki

2 King. 9.32.

in the Prophet-) Twill go alfps - Lat.the foswardelt Chaittian, 5.4 ¢ ,.

that hath advanced furtheR, fay, 1-by sbe Grace of God will
make oge 5 and let the humbled finner, that is new but firft look-
ix;g after Chrift, fay, and I fain would make awother. Inftead
of our prefent uncomfortable eftrangements from Chrift and
“one another, happy we, if with owr fates Siop-ward we. could
take bild one, of, anather, the ftrongelt of the weakefk, and thofe
that are eftranged of them with whom they have been moft at

odds, and fo go hand in hand together, faying, Come, Jet us Jer- 50. 5.

join ey [elves to she Lord in & perpetual Covemant uever to be for-
. gotten..  This joint drawing near to God in the good old way of
the Power of Gudlinef§ ( which by our new Devices is now too
* much out of fafhion) would make us leave off our crooked by~
pathe,and crofs walkings, in which we now fo juftle, and atlai
fo quite loofe one another.

Loud
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‘Loud cills and Grong perfwalions in thiskind are not wan-
ting, :

i In this blefltd Motion, the Terminus ad quem is God 3 who

" is fo good, as that thereis in him vis infinita magnetics, fuch a

wonderful attra@ive power and force, as may trabere, nay, rs-
pere animam, draw and faatch the Soul to him, in a way of a
{weet but irrefittible violence. Our Saviour faid, That wbhes be
was lifted 'Z;r be would draw all Men to bim, John 12.32. Eoen
Jo, Ameny Lord Fefus, thou faithful and true Witne/s.

Efpecially as God in Chrift Jooks out,and comes out to us 3 how
carneft is he to call us? how glad to welcome us ? how ready

- more than halt way to meet us? When the Prodigal began to

come, the Fatberran, Luk. 15. 20. Defperate Prodigal, when
thy Heavenly Father draws mear, wilt thou draw backward ?
Oh take heed of it, lcfk God's Soml take mo pleafure in thee, Heb.
10, 38. Think what a ftep thy Savionr took in his Incarnation
to come to thee ! Ineftimabilis dignatio, & penitms incxcogivabilis,
guod in carceris bujus borrorem defcendere dignata eft Celfindo, as

" Bernard {peaks. When he cannot exprefsit, he cannot think of

it without admiration : Nox ot Confuetudo divitum xt sd pan-

s vemiand, &c.  Atleaft therefore, though we cangot go, be-
ing Jame and blind, at faltém cometur erigere caput & aliquatenss
affurgere in occwrfum tanti Medici. And yet belides, in all the
after-travel of bis Soul think how he came leaping over Moxx-.
tains, and skipping over Hills, that he might get to thee before
thou perithedft eternally. By his Word and Spirit doth he not
fometimes come very near thee ? In the Sacrament, though there
be no Tranfubfantiation, yetis there not a very sear union with
thee ? And is not all this enough to draw thee ?

2. If not, confider then the Terminu 4 guo, that cftate, which
of thy (elf thou art in,and think if it may not drive thee. It may
be thou art of their mind, who, when God bad them rezwrs, re-
turn'd this an{wer, We are Lords, we will come no more unto thee,
Jer.2.31. Though God be never fo good, and it be very good
to draw mear to him, yet we are fo well, that we need not trou-
ble our ftlves in making out after him. I, {o? woful blind Crea-
ture, that hatt loft thy felf and thine eyes together that thou
canft not {ce it 5 wer’t thou not deadlily lethargical,thou wouldft
be more fenfible of thine own wants : wert thou not whollya
ftrangerac home, thou would#t fte nothing but mifery and beg-

far




far as thou art off from Chrift, o far from Righteonfuefs, Ifd.
46.12. and jult fo far from bleflcdoefs. And what then? fo
deadly fick, and not fo much as to fend for thy Phyfician ! fucha
Sinner, and not fo much as to look out for a Savicur ! Doth the
Avenger of Blood purfue thee, and doft thou net fly to the City

of Refnge 7 to the bope that is fet before thee 7 Doth Hell behind .

thee gape for thee ? and noneed, nocareof Chrift and Heaven
to receive thee ? (

But had we lefs need in that kind,yet even in outward refpeéts
the World isnever fo good, but, when at beft, it’s good to draw

" mearto God : But it’s now fo bad, that I think David’s Prayer '

willnot found ill in any of our Mouths, Lord, be not thow far
off, for trouble is #ear. - I delight not to read State-Leures out
of a Pulpit; Iam not of the Privy-Councel, cither of God or
our Godvernors, to tell you what will be : but without me your

own hearts will tell you what very probably may be : though the _

Weather for the prefent be fomewhat fair, yet at betit’s very
doubtful. If we confult our fins, they’l tell us thae there is
likely to be a Storm; and then if we would confult our own
peace, we cannot but think it good to be provided of a fbelter.
Our fad experiences of all that hitherto we have had recourfe to
fully evidence to us, that none of themare tight enough, but it
may and will drop through, fave God only : and- thercfore in
fuch doubtfn] Circumftances, I think it fafeft to join with the
firongeft Party : But miftake me not, I mean not fuch as Menout
of felf interefts are wont to clofe with 5 that’s falfenefs and bafe-
nefs 5 but’T mean in a way of Faith and Obedience to God, and
X am fure that he is ftrongeft.  Neither is it cowardize in fuch a
Storm, to thruft the Head into fuch a Corner. David was no
Coward, and yet, as the weak fearful Chick, he gets himfelf un-
der the hadow of God's Wings, till calamity be over-paft, Pfal.
57. 1. Till then, becaufe we may yet live to feeand fay, asin
the Verfe beforc the Text, Lo, they are perifbed shas are far
from thee, let every faithful Soul conclude in the words of the
Text, Therefore it is good for me to draw near to God.

And if fo, it is further matter, 1. Of Comfort.to fome 5
2. Of Reproof and Humiliation to others 5 3. Of Infiruétion
and Direétion to usall. '
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Comfort to {uch as do draw uesr and keep clofe. - If it be fo 71/} 3

good, how well may they be apaid with their condition,what-
ever it is for the outward Man, if for the inward, God and th;y :
Vvv c
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be rot at a_diftance? Though Enemies be arar to accufc and
condemn 5 if Chrilt be but near to juftifie and acquit us, Xa-

0. 8. though thou beek far from Peace, if not far from God 3

though others thruft us away, as Ifa. 65. 5. and caft ws out, if

Chrift will but then draw near and rind us, as he did him, Fobr

" 9.34,35. The Proctamation of old was, Rejoyce greatly, O Dasugb-

ser of Zion, fhout, O Daughter of Ferufalem : Bebold, thy King

cometh unto thee, baving Salvation, lowy , and riding. upon ax

Af3, Zech 9. 9. May there be but an happy meetingof my

Lord and King comin% to me, and of. my Soul drawing and

keeping cloft to him, Ple rejayce and fhout, to fee my Saviour fo

near tome, tbowgh wpon an Afs-Cols i whatever outward Mean-

nefs, or Wants, yea, or Dangersand Miferics, thefe nearerap-

roaches and interviews are accompanied withs yet therein I

30 rejoyce, yea, and will rejoyce 5 nay, cammot bwt rejoyce, faith

- the Experienced Chriftian, that knows what this gooduefs of

drawing and keeping near to God - (in the Text) meanech. When

he fiith, #"s Goeds hecould not {ay a better word 5 and when

he adds to dram wigh to God, he could not, ¥ am fure, mention

a bewser thing. 1Us Good, (poken Indefinitely, meant WUaiver-

fally. R’sfo only Geod, that nothing is good without it(thiough

the Forch-light be very great, it Night till Sun-rife) {o uni-

verfally Good, that nothing with it can be ill5 or be things ne-

ver {0 ill, yet he is far from being ill, who hath God {o near

bim. Yt was Ifracl’s Comfort in a Wilderne(s, Dent. 4.7. The
hmenting Church’s Stay when finking, Lam. 3.57. At the

laft Day, when the whole World fhall be on Fire, we are cven

YTwkeaws 28.  then bid Jift up our Heads, becaufe our Salvation drawerh wigh ;
1. Thefl. 4- 17- When Chrift cometh again tous, and we fhall be canght up ints
the Clouds to mees bim, and [o for ever to be with the Lord. Vifio,

émor, gaudium, you know, make up Heavens Happinefs, but all
arife from God’s and Chrif’s #eare/t Union and Prefence.. There
indeed’ we fhall come to #earft approaches, and they. fo nearas-
utterly for ever to drive all evils away as the Noon-day-Sun alt
Mifts and Glouds. That’s Heaven, which we are not yet got into..
It’s wellif webe (o far on our way, asto be in the Gate of Hea-
ven s if we that were afar off, be made near by the -Blood of Chrift;
- whilf} we bere walk by Faith and not by Sighs. Such Morning-Suns
. may admit of fome over-cloudings,but more Light thanDarknefs,
when the Sun isup and drawn j%nigb. I'mayin other refpe@s,
be in a dry thirfty Wildernefs : But I (hail not die for Thirft, if ¥
. ‘lie
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lie fonear the Fountain Head. I (hall not be Heart-fitk, if 1
may come fo mesr, asto lay my aking Head in my Saviour’s Bo-
fome. Fofeph’s encouragement to his famithed Brethren was, Gen.qg.10,21.
that they fhould be migh o bimin Gofen : It hall be comfort
enough to me, if my Jefuswill but tell mé, that I fhall be wigh
Him,though it be in a Wildersefs5 whillt cold Northern Climes
(becaufe far from the Sun) have a defolate horrid Afpe& : With
what a virdant Flourith do thofe Countrics {mile, and laugh,and
fing, thatare nearer, and lie more dire&ly under his Beams ? Let
frozen-hearted Sinners,that are far from the Sus of Rigbseonfnefz,
be as far from Heart-melting joyss but {uch as upon whom-He
hath Rifen, and have got {onear as tobe under bis Wings, let
them get fo much lively Warmth and Healing from them, that
where-cver youread thofe words, & People near umio him, the
next word may be Halelujab, as-#fal. 148. 14. Let God hear
the Vioice of Foy and Praife from them ‘that are neer about bim ;
-Whilft uncomfortable Deje@ions would better befeem them thac .
are cftranged from him. Such Sack-cloth becomes not the King
of Heaven’s Conrt, nor them that are {0 #sear 9 bim, as to be-
bold bis Face, and to be before bim. It’san Aguith diftemper,
if, when near the Fire, or in the warm Sum, thou fitteft (hiver-
ring. Leave fuch kind of amazed Pallic-fhakings to profane
Cains, that run out of God’s Prelcnce; Gen, 4. 16. to Stran-
and Enemies, who know not‘how goed it is to draw near to him,
and juftly deferve the worft of all Evils for -their foolith and
froward withdrawing of themfclves from him.Which leads me,
~ To the next Application, which fpeaks Terrour to fome, Jonaha. 8
“and Humiliation to usall, that by following after lying Vanities, > 5
and departing from the Living God, we fo much forfake onr own
Mercy. If {0 goodto draw mear to God, then it is an evil thing,
and bister, to forfake bim, Jer. 2. 19. This the fore-going
Verfe compared with the Text fuggefts to us; there we read,
For loe, theythat gre far from thee fhall perifps thou haft deftroy-
ed all them that go a whoring from thee : And then the Text adds,
But it’s goad for me to draw nearto God.” Juft fo much Good as
comes by our drawing near to him, fo much Evil and Mifchief
befals us by being far frombim. As much Warmth and Life,
Flourith and Fruitfulne(s, as the Summers Sun brings in its
- drawing near to us; fomuch Cold and barren Deadnefs doth
it leave beind it, when in Wintex it with-draws it {elf from.us.
Wa 10 you when I depars from you, faid God to Ifrael, Hofp.12.
. . ' Huu 2 And’
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And, Loid, wo tous, fay we, that we fhould have fuch esid
bearts of wnbelicf, that we fhould fo depars from thee. For if
{o much G ood follows upon fuch happy Approaches and Meet-
ings, thennothing lefs than utter Ruine can be the Confequept
of a mutual Parting. When thou leaveft the Blefled God, give
a Longum vale, and adicu for ever to thine own Happinefs:
For juft as far from theone, as from theother.  And (which
is worft) becaufe by our Out-runnings we cannot get out of
his Reach ; the further we are from God in one fenfe, the near-
er we (hall be in anothers the further from Righteonfuefs, Ha.
46. 12. the nearer to a Curfe, Heb. 6.8. It will be the faddeft
learning the truth of this Point , whata Blefled thimg it is to
draw wighto God , to be chid from Chrifs Prefence with that
Manh.as4r  Soul-finking word, Depars from me, ‘{ye Cwrfed , atthelaft Day.
' They are deep and heavy words, oAebe v aqubwiov amd weg-
- gbms Kvehs, 2 Thefl. 1.9. 1S cverlafting Deftruion, if
Expulfi a facie , as Beza renders it,. if it be (o, from the Pre-
Jemce of the Lord, and bis Gloriow Puwer. And therefore that
we may prevent that Howling then, how tuncable would it
be fweetly, and yet fadly, to bewail and mourn over
Pil.gs.3. 1 Our natural Eftrangement from God, which the Pfalmif
‘faith,we were acquainted with from the very Birth ? TOFID V¥
109D N, Theyare Eftranged from the Womb, they go ofiray
-as foon as they are Born. Now what Monfters are we all
Y y.36.  theBirth ? That before we know to refufe she Evil and chufe the
Good , by a kind of natural Inftin& ‘we can tell how to refufe
the Good and chufe the Evil ; before we cam go, can runaway
from God. ~ Sce this in a three-fold Inftance. .

1, When Nature is left to its Swing without renewing, of
fome meafure of reftraining Graces for were there none, we
fhould be very Devils to God and one another; ::'mS :
Sufpemfi he AINDY, Hol.11.7. Even bent to Back-fliding : That may cx-
rent averfiesi pre(sa more ftiffbent of a perver(e Heart from a farther contra-
ame. Jun.  @Ged Ayerfenefs, but yet (o as implies the ¢om, and natural pro-

penfion of the Heart, Animus pendulus, dubius befisat circa cons

: verfionems meam, as Grotius renders it: When (as it’s thereex-

: préflcd) called spon to turn bome o God, the Heart naturally
fticks, and-fiops, aud hangs off, as you may fee fome Trees do

from others planted by them, which from fome occult quality

in Nature agree ‘not with themm ~ What el{e mean all thefe Stirs

in our Hearts, and Tumults in the World, but when called to

3
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'God; all isin ax sproar ? A&s 16: 19,20, & 19.28. & 21.28.
Wretched Creatures, that have an Antipathy to thcir Creator !
gracelefs Natures, that do not more ungracionfly than sunmats-
rally Rartback from a Saviour ! . ' '
- -2 Orif any be more ingenmoms, and (as you callit) alitcle
Better-natured , that with him in the Golpel they be not far
from the Kingdom of Heaven, Mark 12. 34. yet even that, reft-
ed in, keepsthem from ever coming up to Fefis Chrift. Pity
that Rachel thould die, when it was now but a listle way to come Gen: 1¢
to Ephrath, thatan Almoft thould altogether keep fo many a to- ~ 35- 16
wardly Man from Heaven : But a thoufand pities that my draw-
ing fo mear the Goal fhould fet me down as having gone far
‘enough, and fo kecp me from ever attaining the Prize, that
Ingenuity, becaufe it’s fo near akin to Grace, fhould prove fo
Difingensons, as tokeep a Man from ever being truly Gracious.
. 3. Evenin the Godly themftlves, in whom this perverfene(s
of Nature is not wholly fubdued, what is their greateft Burden
and Moan ? But, as Rom. 7. 18, 21, 23, 24. that makes us {o
liftlefs, and fometimes fo aver(e from drawing sear to God in
holy Duties, and efpecially in thofe in which nesreft Commu-
nion is to be had with him.. Rather read than hear the Word,
rather hear than pray and meditate; and rather pray than ex-
amine our Hearts. Mourn we therefore over our bad, nay,
our beft Natures 3 thatif they walk not contrary 8o God, yet at
‘beft cannot be drawn up the Hill wear enough to him. Mourn, Levit.26.23.
I fay, over out natwral Eftrangement from God. ”p
32, Over our aliual Out-runnings, and more wild and endlefs
Vagaries in our finful Courfes and Pradtifes. It’s a wicked de-
 parting from God, YY", 2 Sam. 22.22.  And here, asinfin,
there is a double Lrregularity, an Auverfio a Deo, and a Converfio
od Creaturam 3 foin this our finful not drawing near to God, tAxdus@-
there is a double Miftarriage, which we are to be. humbled for. MAeodps-
1. Our inordinate Converfion, and Twruing to the Creature s VG-, fom.
- (a hankering  after fomething elfe, when a banging off from 1. 14,
God) that inftead of God, there arefo many other things which
wedraw {o ncar, and keep {0 clofé to, asSin, Sclf, the World,
@re. Indeed any thing rather than God.
Not a finful Luft, but a corrupt Heartis in the carneft pusfuit
_of it, Prov. x1. 19: refts not till it overtake it, and it then
provesa Member, cleaves fo faft, isfucha right Eye, and Hand,

and Foo, thatit’s death to part withits here the unchafte Soul
- ame

in eccur[um.
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‘ ‘mp'kxit“‘ beret; We are drawn to“an HOI' m‘, and oF
from an unholy Luft, with thelike and very fame difficuley:
For Self, Proximus egomet mibi holds here, and holds us &
~ faft, that toooft it with-holds us from drawing near 40 God. No-
thing fhall come between us and our felves, when any thing al-
" molt canbe fuffered to put in between our God and our Seuls.
. Wehug Self in the warmeft Bofom, and cla{p about our felves
with lovingeft Embraces: Our own Opinions we do mordicas te~
2”';,3' s> meres our Votes we adhere to, Or own snderfandings we lean 1o
,,;,ﬂx,';,: 13. Dicebat Epicwrens,mibi frni carne bonnm eft 4 dg’cebat Stoicus mibi
frui mei meme bonum eft. But for our Plalmift, Mibi adkrgn
Dea, bonum eft. So St. Auftin. : :
And for the World, Solomon faith, God bath fer it in Maw's
- beart, Ecclel 3. 11, He means to contemplate him in .it; but
we pervert his meaning, whilft the whole defire and bent of the
Heart clofeth with it, and is faftned init. Its the Matket which
you fee all going to. They fay the Earth hath vim magneticom
" and fome think, that if you fhould dig de¢p enough into it, you
thould find it a perfeét Loadftne. Sure I am, fome Men’s hearts
’ " are fodeeply buried in it, that they find a perfel Loadftome of it.
It’s not fo much the Centre of the World, as of our Hearts, as
the chief Good which they move to, and reft in, and cannot’be
parted from, inftead of accounting it our chief Good to drew
near to God. -

The covetous too-good Husband makes his Goods his chief
Good. You call hima near Man, and not amifs,. becaufe he de-
fires to be mearer to himfelf than #o God, Jer.22.17. The Kdle
Drone with 4fs-like Iffachar, faith, Thatreftis good, Gem 49.

'15.  And the wanton Epicure places his beft good in his Ples-
fure, and a Turkith Paradife. - Hec et maxima merces & imer=
. minabilis, is the higheft Point of the Aleoran’s Divinity.

I omit to fhew how in point of honour and- preferment
(in which the ambitious place the higheft pitch of their happi-
nefs ) fuch fatelier Plumes lure bigh-foaring Spirits, how Beauty
driws after it many Men’s ¢yes, the loving Wife, the pleafant
Child, the faithfu! Friend take our very hearts, and that too
often from Gods In company and enjoyment of them our
Souls are {0 fnascht to them, fo immerfed, do fo dwell in them,
that we are ready to fit down and fay with Peer, and more in-

_ confideratcly than he, it's good to be bere, tather than to advance
-on, and with the Plalmift inthe Text to fay, It’s good to draw
¢ ar v God. , : 2. Which
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‘8. Whish is the ather part of our fin; namely cur . dverfs g
Des, ourfroward sverfuefs, andawke hanging off gom as
from the greatelk Strauger, or worlt Ememsy. So falle-hearced,
that after fair Advances we often. draw back in a fly retrograde
Motion, Heb. 10. 38, 39. So peevith, that when he reacheth. out
the hand, we pluck away the fhoulder, Neheme 9. 29. when
called. to bim, we run the tafter and farther from bim, Hof. 11. 2.
So proud, that we are Lords, and will not come at bim, Jer.2.31.
So,profape, that weare cither afraid or athamed to be near him ;
and thereforg fuch kid'the Aimighty depars, Job z1. 34, 15. and
. the Prodigal gets himfelf into a far Country, that{o he might be
further out of his Father’s fight ; and fo with more freedom
fatisfic his lufts, and will rather join hirfelf to a Farmer to
feed Hogs, and tobe fed with Husks, than to come home to his

Fatherte have Childrens Bread : any way rather than home, -and swboculo Ca-

any thing rather than a Father’s prefence. Fond defperate Soul, tonis,

. Cupidi-
———— Nefcis temeraria, mefcis ' ;:.,;,’:;:::,
Qx:w Jugise, ideogue flg”. —= Piifimo quems
- Sojunxit Chry-

Djid& thou but know what.thou leaveft, thou wouldR draw ncay /okg. Serm.1:
rer .y and what.thou purfueft, thou wouldft ftand further off.
willa fainting Maw leave.the Snow of Lebanon ? And fhall the
cald flawing Waters be ﬁnﬁ?gn ? Jer.18. 14. Do not fuch $ha-
- dows, the fafter thou purfueft them, fly the fafter from thee?
Like the foolith Boy running after the Bee to catch it, fequendo la—
biswr, alfequends leditsr. - Have not all fuch things, which draw
out thy Soul fo after them, as to withdraw it from God, have
.they not either a Wing to. fly amay,that thou sever overtakeft what
thou feekelt, or a (fing to burt thee, when thou baft. overtakex
them ? that thou gettelt morc burs than goodby them * Is not
. Dina ravified, thy Soul abufed and defiled by fuch owe-gaddings-2- .
Isnot (I fay not Health, Eftate, Efteern, but it may be ) thy
Life, thy Soul left in {uch ramblings » and ( which is worlt of
all, and aboveall) God lgt too ? Cain went out of the profence:
of the Lords but be therenpon dsels in the Land of Nod, as a trem-
bling amazed vagrant Wretch ina moft unfetled condition ever
after,. Gen. 4..14, 16~ Jonab allo: fled frrom the prefence of the
Lard ;. but a tempefinons Wind is fent out with Hue and Cry aftce
hyn 5 and when laid up in the clofe Prifon of the Whqle's belly,
he then confeflcth he had forfaken bis own mercy. The Prodigal

wens
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went into & far Coumtry s but the further from his Father, the
nearer to Ruine. Though we are ftudious to pus far from as the

_evil day, Amos 6. 3. Yet, as the Lord livesh, there is but a ftep

besween us and death, as long as we keep at fuch a diftance from
the God of our Salvation s milchicfs then mear at band to come,
and irrecoverable when come. 1t’s faid, that Laifh had no De-
liverer; becaufe it was far from Zidon, Fmdg.18.28. Butwho
will be thy Deliverer when Enemies are near, Ezek. 9. 1. Death
near, Plal. 107.18.  Fudgment near, Heb. 10.25. And thou
further from God ?  In this cafc H. de S. Viclore tellsus, what
Men ufually betake themfelves tos  Aliis in neceffisate bomum cft
confitium [wum.aliis in profperisate bonum eft gandium [unm, mibi
senicam bonum eft adberere Deo. In Profperity they think it’s good
for them to betake themfelves to their delights, and in ftraits to
their thifts.  But M’ Gid%y dAdmmE, &M’ dikzeds & whe.
This one dire& courfe of drawing near to God, will be of more
ufe than all their other Shifts and Applications. Ilos comfilism
nom liberat, gaudinm mom comfervats as the fame Author there
adds : all other neareft.and deareft Friends may fail us, may not
come at us, Nebem. 4. 19. may caft us off, as Pfal. 27.10. 1It’s
God only drawing near- that muft relieveus. And then, wo to
us, if he only draw near to usas an Enemy or Fadg, {as Mal.3.
5-) to take vengeance, not to refcue us as our beft Friend.

And therefore inthe laft place, this is of fpecial ufc for dire-
&ion Lo ‘ oo < .

1.~ Of our Judgment in a right eftimate of true goodmef, which
‘moft Men arc inquifitive after. - 1t’s the Voice of Nature, Who
will fhew us any good ? Pfal. 4.6. and yet which very few are
well refolv’d in, according to that of Solomen, Whe knoweth whas
# good for Man ? &c. Ecclef 6. 12. But the Plalmift affords a
full Anfwer to both thofe great Queftions, when after a long and
ftrong debate in the foregoing part of the Pfalm, he coscludeth,
It’s good for me te draw mear to God : and by good ( as we have
thown ) he meaneth the prime and chiefeft and bet Good ; mibi
quidem optimum, {0 the Arabick hathit. Now then primsam in
wnoquogue gemere eft menfurareliguoram, The firlt and chiefeft in
every kind isthe Rule and Meafure of thereft. Let this there-
tore be the Standard, by which we always meafure the goodnefs
of every thing that we moft value and fet the higheft price on :
and lec this be the Rule, which in fuch prizings we go by, that
that isindeed good, by which we are drawn near 80 God, and that

beft
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bet by which we get wearet. My Godis my goodnefs, PG
14¢- 2. and thercforethatonly (st leaft that prizxcfpaﬂye{ I muft
cll good, by which I am drawn mearer to God.  Ingeed becaufe
Bonum ¢ Ens convertuminr, we are geady to call any thing good s
and becaufe fiwis & bounm converswutar, accordingly every thing
is good, at leaft i owr eyzs, which either isan end we aim at, or
‘a meansconducing to it : And fo, as the Apofile faid in another
kind, There be Gods rpany, and Lords many 5 but to ms there is bus
one God, 1Cor.8. 5,6. So there arc many thisgs which in
Scripture-phrafe, and ordinary ufe, arecalled good : s good Day,
~ good Company, a good Work_or Employmeng 5 and (o0 of the reft.”
Butin a Believer’s eftimate there is but owe main chief good,
and that’s #o draw near t0 God 5 and all other things are only
good redwétive, as cither they may be reduced to this, orweled ¢, .o o
t0 God by them.  Some call it a good, Time, and the Scripture Efther 8. 15,
calls it a good Day, that’s a day and time of feafting and re-
joycing s but if they be Feflivals, rather than Holy Days 5 times *
in which we run awbering from God, rather than draw near t»
bim 5 account that day to thee the worft in the year, in which
thou runneft furtheft from God 5 and let that ever be sccounted
good Company, and geod Employment, &c. in and after which
thy heart wasmoft draws omt after God 3 but if imore deaded and -
ftraitned, God and thy Soul-more eftranged by it 3 either certain-
ly it was badin it felf, orat leaft unhappily it provedmot good te
thee. If Jacob sake & Wife of the Dasghbters of Heth, whas good
will my life do me ? faid Rebekab, Gen.27. 46. And what good
will the goodlicft Beauties, and moft delightful Objeéts in the
World do thee, if (as the Daughters of Hethdid Efaw’s, fo )
they draw off thine beart from God, whom to draw near and keep
“clofe to isf{o god, as nothing is good without it 3 nothing fo
bad as that which comes moft crofs to ft.  And this for direGion
of our Judgment in a right eftimate of true goodmefs.

. 2.. Of our pra&ice in our carnefteft purfuit after our own hap-
pines. LetthisText (It's good for me to draw near, and keep -
clofe to God) be ever our Vade mecum to quicken us, ftill and
ever to draw nearer and cleave fafter.  Draw nigh to God, and be .
will draw wighto yos, faith the Apoftle, Fam.4.8. The Pro-
mife is very heartning, thatin thefe our approaches God, ( as the
Father to the Prodigal ) will meet us the half way: but there-
fore it layeth a greater engagement uron us to mind the Duty. -
Let us draw near with a true bearts and full affurance of Faith,

. Xxx baving
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baving our Hearts fprinkled from an evil Confeience, Heb. 10, 32,
Happy that we may, that {uch, as whofe unworthinefs is (uch, as
their place i¢ with the Publican to ffawd sfar off, and whofe Guile
is'fuch, as with Cain 'may make them rax from God, may have
liberty and boldnefs of accefs to draw mesr to Gods that the
Bufy foould barn and wos be confumed, was not (o greata Mi-
racle, as that fuch dry Stubble as we are fhould draw wighto
that God which is a confuming Fire, and not perith in everlafting

Burnings. That Blood of Sprinkling, which hath gwenched the

_ Fire of God’s Wrath, being fpriskled on us hath (o cooled the

inflammations of outewounded and afrighted Confciences, that
we with _humble bolduefs may draw near. We had need there-
fore lock to it that we do. :

And here now the faithful Soul breaths out the Pfalmift’s
Prayer, Lord, caufe me toknow the way, for I lift up my Sosil unte
thee.  Thou fayef unso me, Seek ye my Face 5 and my besrt cc-
choes back again, Tby Face, O Lord, will I [éck. When thou
calleft to us, Retwrw ye back-fliding Cbildren 5 from our Souls
we return this Anfwer, Bebold, we come unto thee, for thou art the
Lord oxr God. Thou haft faftned Cords of Love upon our Hearts,
thou haft favingly toxched them,that they firongly move towards
thee, they cleave 0 thee, or they follow bard after thee, as it is
Pfal. 63. 8. But the diftance between thee and us is great, the
obftacles many, and the way hard we are to be found, yet foto
walk in it, as by it to atrain to thefe bleffed Approaches; and
therefore here the main Query is, in what way, and by what
‘means we may {0 draw near (0 thee, as tocleave clofe and abide
with thee for ever ? . ‘

SER-
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Psav, 73.28,
It is good for me to draw near to God .

He beft Profpe to take View of the Creature’s Beau-

ty is at a greater Diftance, and ina tranent Glance,

~ whillt nearer flanding and longer looking difcovers

Blemifhes and Deformities in choiceft Beauties. But

Mofes bids Ifrael fland fill, if they would fee God’s Salvation :

Here F4var wfgue morari, when gotten upon the Mount to a

Glymps.of this Transfiguration, Peter thinks it’s good to be bere ;

He was not well awake, when he {pake of making a Tabernacle ;

he thould have faida Manfion. Which, I hope, will excufe my

longer dwelling upon this Text, which (peaks of our drawing

near 30 God, with whem it’s beft to abide for ever. In two for-

" mer Sermons I have endeavoured to thew how Good, how every

' way Goad it is to draw near to God, and that it might come

the nearer to us, I have endeavoured alfo ta fet it home in the
Application. - A .

" "Now as to that Queftion, whichin the Clofe of the laft Dif-

courfe was but barely. propounded, viz. Inand by what Way

and Means we may draw mear 10 God, 1 (ay, as to that Quefti-
on, when Thomas was ftumblingon it, our Saviourretusns this
full Aofwer (Fobr14.5,6.) Iam she Way, the Truth, and the
Lifes wo Man cometh unto the Father, bus by me. We come to
God by Chrift, Heb. 7. 25. But of this before.  And therefore
it now only remaineth to fhew by what Meauns, and after what
Manncr we may by Chrift thus draw #ear to God. '

And here let me Premife in generals  That :

1. Firft it muft be in due time, accordingto that, Ifa 5s. 6,
Seek the Lord while be may be found, and call upon bim while
be is near. That Glorious God, who in the perfeétion of his
Efferice and Majefly is at an infinit Diffance from us; and yet
further removed by our fins, is pleafed (o far to humble himfelt
and ftoop to us, as gracioufly to look towards us, and fome-

: Xxx2 times
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times efpecially to draw very mear to us, as the Sun from on
High in the Firmamens by darting down his wirm Light and
inlivening Beams, efpecially in his Summcr-approaches. In
the Miniftry of his Word God bolds out bis Hand, Rom. 10. 21.
.- and by the Infpirations of his Spirit he lays bold on our Hearts,
Cant. c4 In both our Beloved puts s» bis Hand by the bole of the Door,
*9*% and faith, as unto Thomas , Reach bither thy Finger , and put
Jobnz0.27. thy Hand inte my Side : Or asta his Spoufe, Cant. 2. 13. Arife
i my Love, myfair One, and come away. When thus Chrift by his
Spirit comes a2 Waing to the Spoufe, and after this manner
whifpers in thy Heart, he is come very mear thee, (as our Savi-
Mak13.29. our {aid) even at the Doors: And now that this Door Rands
opts, and Chrift is coming out to mett thees now come forth ye
Dangbters of Feru[alems, aud bebold King Solomon, Cant. 3. 11,
Now Jifs up your Heads, O ye Gates, Pfal. 24.7. Now, mow is
the time of Accefs. How decp mayft thou get into thy Savi-
our’s Bofim,when thus wide opened? How much way mayft theu
rid, when thy fpread Sail isfilled with fuch a Gale? The Gold~
en Scepter is reached owts no danger or fear now to draw near,
but only of miffing the Oppostunity. When thuw beareft the
found of o going on the top of the Mulberry Trees, then- beftn
thy felf, as God faid to Dawid, 2 Sam. §.24. when Chrift thus
kuocks, and would come in. ' S N
Now a wicked ‘and froward Locking the Door again€ him.
may lofe him for cver, fo that although thou fhouldft after
. knock and firive to enter, his Door may be fout as well as shine,
Luke 13.24,25. and all the an{wer thou haft, beasitis, v.27.
De{m from me, Ikpow you not. God (faith Aben Ezra) may
be found in any place, and at any time, butit mult be ame ob~
fignationem decresi : When the Door of Mercy is Sealed up, look
for no Entrance; fo defperateisa wilful refulal: Nay, fodan-
gerous is a carele(s negle&, thatin this our Advance it may
give us (ucha Back-caft, as will very hardly again be recovered,
but that we may come limping behind, and go halting to our
Graves. The very Spoufe’s Drowfinefs and Coynefs, coft her
many a both wearifom and dangerous Step, before fhe could
again meet with her Beloved.. There was indeed a Provifion
i the Law, that they, who being far off in 2 Fourncy, could
See Crorime; 1O keep the Paffover in the firt Month, might do it in the fecond;
2048605, . d
in N meb, 9. and the hk'c Cuftom was among the Romans, but remember
10, 3¢, that (but in that Cale) it was Desth tothe Fews, [and that

Cale
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Cafe caunot be here, for we may draw near 10 God in a Fourmey,
when far from Home, } and with the Romans, they were called
Stultorsm ferie. Let us therefore in thefe our drawings near o
6od walk not & Fools, but as Wife, redecmsing the time by
laying hold of every Opportunity. They arg wont to fay, 2
Wile Man will make more Opportunities than he finds : What

Fools then fhall we be, if. we take not fuch as we find ? Efpe- -

cially if we may be {o advantaged.to find God, and draw near
to him by them ?

2. This drawing near, and keeping clofe #0 God, as it mud
be m due Seafin, {o with all Sincerity 3 as Barmabas exhorted the
Difciples, Ty wegbloa Ths xapNas megoméven 16 Kugice, to
cleave to the Lord with fall purpofe of Hears, A&s 11.23. Our
approaches to God, fhould be out of an inward and real ten--
dency of our Souls to him, as of the Iron to the Loadffone 5 ox
the Stone to the Cemter, not forced, or feigned.

. Either out of Malice, to have advantage todo the more Mif
chief, as Fudas drew near and f[sluted Chrift, when it was to
besray him 5 or thofe falfe Brethren, Gal.2. 4. who crept into
efpie the Difciples Liberty. Chrilt and his Church have too
oft fuch Snuakes in their Bofom , as venemnous Spiders in Kings
Palaves. =

Or out of Hypocrific, as Men draw near and falute in a Com-
plement, fo fome cleave 2o the Church, but it is with Flatteries,
Dan. 11. 34. nay, fome compafs God bimfelf about with Lies,

37

" Hof. 11. 12, draw near to bim with Mosth and Lip, whilft the Mae. 15.8,

Hears i 'far from bim, a, 29. 13, How prodigioufly pro-
fane is the Hypocrites Impudence, that with fuch Vizards dare
approach fo piercing an Eye, and draw fo mear toplay with fuch
confuming Flames.

3. This drawing near 0 God, as it is to be with this fincerity.
of Heart, o with all the insention of the Soul. Thisthat e g-
8emns KapdNag alfo imports, when it is not Frigide ¢~ fimnlate,

Jed fincero @ ardenti tudio, as Beza paraphrafeth it, with full pur--

2ofe of Heart , W0 NIN-993 with all she de{ire of the Mind,
as that of the Levites, Decut. 18. 6. It no lazie pace, but a
rapt motion, in which the Soul is fiatcht from all elfe to be

fixtin God. IPs upon the Chariots of Amminadab, thuns all Cane. 6.12.

Delays, over-malters all Difficulties, is impatient of any thing to
come between it and its Belozed. Nibil libidinofi amatores, nihil
couflatans Vulcano e dwobus unus, &c.  None of the moft loving

. . * PaiIS,
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Pairs, that cither the Scriptures expref(s, or Poets fable, come
near thefe paffionate Out-goings of the Sgul, or thefe former
Unions, Ommia illa natwralia , byperbolica, fabulofas tur-
ia, &c. as Awftin {peaks: There is an invincible irrefiftible
f’ werin thefe mutual Cords of Love, to draw hard and bind
fﬁl, as he faid excellently, Grace vimml{ infallibly, bolds infepa-
rably, leads wndeclinably. The Union is fo clofe, that ic’s a
mutual Inbabitation, John 6. 56. '}'he Ty Is fo ftrong, that
it's come t0 Pawl’s tvwelowd\oov aATQICTASRS, 1 Qor. 7-35
The Soml cleaves, Plal. 63. 8. as Fonathan’s to David his {weeteft
Friend, 1 Sam, 18. 1. or as the loving Hxsband to his deareft
Wife, Gen, 2, 24. {0 cleaves 80 God, as it leayes all for him.

But this leads me off from this manner of drawing near to
God, to the #ay and < Means of (uch approaches.

1. For the fuft is Removendo probibens , a careful avoiding
of that which fets God and us at a diftance, and that is Sin on-
ly: It’s not thy outward MeannefS, which may indeed occa-
fion proud Men to bid thee keep back, and ftand there at a di-
ftance, Fam.2.3. Nor thy Povesty, which Solomon obferves
is wont to feparate the poor Man from his Neighbour, Prov.19.4. -
Not the moft dangerous and infectious Sicknefs, which may
make thy Lovers and Friends (as David’s) fand aloof off from
thy Sore, Pfal. 38.11. But Blefled be our God, who ftoops
lower than Man will,and draws nearer than beft Friend fometimes
either can or dare. It’s neither Prifon nor Peft-Houfe, that
the So of Rigbteoufnefs difdains tolook in dt, or keeps the God
of Heaven out from keeping his poor deje¢ted Servants com-
pany. Chrilt meets his cured Patient, when Men had esft bim
ont, Johno.35. Vifits St. Fobn, when Banifbed to the Ifle of
Patmos, Revel1.9. and goes all along with his Ifrael in the
Wildernefs. The poor Begger that is fhut out of the Rich Man’s
Gates is received into Abrabsm’s bofom, and admitted into
the King of Hcaven’s Prefence.  The Mourner clothed with
Sackeloth let in to his inward Comrt, when thrutt out of 4ba-
Juerus bis outward.  Yea, the Poor, the Blind, the Halt, and the
Lame, have they but on a Wedding-Garment , invited to the
Marriage Feaft. It’s our §in only that feparates between us and
our God, Ifa. 59. 2. It fixeth that grest (eparating Gulf at laft,
and caufcth all Eftrangement now. The Scripture faith fo,
and we by too fad and frequent Experience find it fo. On Gods
yart with whom noEvil dwells GowepraavQ- mepigepos,s, 3068?»

. ! A
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o paissas Quynd¥le, as Bazil fpeaks: Smoak and ill Sae’

vours drive nowDoves and Bees mare away, than our loth-.

fome Pollutions do the Holy God. In Scripture we findy that
it makes bim forfake, Jer. 23. 33. and depart from us, Hof. 9.12.
even quite cuts off bis Soud from.us : Luxata eft anima mea a te,
Jer. 6. 8. Infomuch that the Holy Ghoft makes account, that
whillt we goon in our fins, it’s our meaning and intention (at
leaft Intentio operis, if not operantis ) that we fhould have God

gone from us, according to that, Ezek. 8. 6. Som of Man, feeft

thow the Abeminations that the Honfe of Ifrael committeth, that I
fhould go far from my Sanlimary ? As he plainly faith, that he
would have that Gueft gone, who entertaineth him with that
which he knoweth his Stomach rifeth at only to look on. Seo
bleffed # Gueft is God, that he thinks he deferves a better Wel-
come 5 and thercfore makes haft¢ away from fuch an unkind En-
tertainment.  That for his part. -

- And for ours, it makes the Eftrangement mutual, as God
faith, Zech. x1.8. My Soul loathed them, and their Soml alfo ab-
borred me. Sets us as far from God, as it doth God from us.
For Inftance, it makes us, / .

1. Unfit, that we may not. Unfit for the Begger with his
Rags and Filcth toprefs into a King’s Prefence-Chamber : But
more unfit for the more polluted Soul to come near before thofe

purer Eyes, that cannot endure to look on fuch Filthine(s. - A
Miriam, if leprous, her Father fpits in ber face, and thrults her

" omt of the Camp, Numb. 12. 14. We cannot frand before thee, be-

caufe of this, Ezra.g. 15.

\ 2. Guilty,that we dare not draw near : Makes Adam bide bim-

JElf from God in the Buthes, asan unhappy Child, when in fault,

from his angry Father’s prefence. :

3. Weak, lame, and blind , nay, quie out.dead, that we

cannot : And therefore they that were desad in Trefpaffes |

and Sins mult bc quickened, Epbef. 2. 1. If ever they that
were afar off ecome to be made nmigh by the Blood of Chrift,
Ver. 13. .
4. 3[“cevi(b and froward that we will not. ~ We are Lords, we
will come no more at thee, Jer. 2. 31, And therefore our Saviour
imputes it to the Jews perverfe Will, that they do n%t come unte
bim that thcy might bave life, Jobn 5. 40. There is not more in
God, that by reaflon of our fin wefear, than what naturally we

aiflike and hate : we fear his Power and Wrath, and_that makes
: us
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us run from him: Weloath his Holinefs and Réghteon[mefs and
. commanding Authority, and that makes us mof® averfc, and fets
us off further from him. :
Great Sins, like violent Blafts, blow us far from God on the
fudden 3 and lefler fins, by little-and little, work us off more in-
fenfibly, as it is with a Ship whofe feft is loofed; every Wave
' puts off a little more from the Shore, till it hath quite: loft the
*WithGod  fight of Land, and is at aft funk ix the depth of the Sea. ¥ If
=INMM  ever therefore we would indeed draw near t0 God, we muft pas
is ™M) away & perverfe Lip, Prov. 4.24. for God cannot endurc to
Zuch. 13. 1. come mear {0 ftinking a Breath. And liften to that Counfel which
ﬁﬁi&li‘lvﬁ,ﬁl Zophar givesto Job, Chap. 11. 14. If iniguity be in thy band,
manput away put it far away, and fay unto it, Get thee hence, asit is Ifa 30.
for her un- 22. oras 2 Sam, 20.20. Far be it, far be it from me. The
cleannefs 3 or { oadftone draws not the Iron, when rufty ; nor were the Vir-
:::“:;" :he gins admitted to Abafuerus his Company, till after a twelve-
Camp for his months perfuming and pwrifying, Efther 2. 12. Thelike courfe
Leprofie.  God prefcribes for our neafer approaches.  So the Apottle, Fam.
4. 8. Draw nigh to God, and be will draw nigh to yow: But
"mark what follows, Cleanfe your bands, and pwrifie yomr bearts.
Till then God ftands off at a diftance from the lothfom finner,
Jfa. 1. 10,t0 16. But do but wafb, and make yox clean, and then
come now, and let us reafon togethers v. 16,18. If we would
draw near to God, we muft leave our fins behind us.

2 Pofitive. ~  But for pofitive means and helps. _

1. There is a drawing near tp God in Place and Office ; toMa-
giltrates, Fer. 30.21. and o Minifters, Numb.16. 9. are faid
to come near to God, ‘as menial Servants are near to a King, who
daily fland before bim, and miniffer mnto bim. But I infift not
on this, only let me hence take occafion tomind fuch whom it
concerns as of -their Advantage, fo of their Engagemens 5 that
Minifters and Scholars, who by their Calling and Employment
have the honour and bengfit of a nearer flanding to God, would
by it labour for the happinefs of a fzviug Approch; that they
never make good that blunt, if not-profane, faying; Tbhe nesrer
the Church, the further from God 3 that the morelike to God we
are in Knowledg,we come not nearer to the Devil in Malice and

. Wickednefs. The Eyein Heaven, and the Heart in Hell, whata
real Solaecifm ! They of old were wont to facrifice ‘in their bigh
Places, as taking the advantage of the Ground to be nearer Hea-
ven: It were well that from our higher ftanding our Soul;

‘ coul
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could take a better rife for an higher flight to get the mearer to
God. It’s good ( not more profitable than feemly ) for me, a
Minifter, a Schohar, to draw mear to God.

2. There is alfo a drawing near to God in Profeffion ; accor-
ding to that, Fer. 12. 2. Thow art near in their Mowth, but far
from -their Reins,  Pity that the Heart thould be {0 far from the
Tongue, and yet farther from God.  Chrilt defireth to lie next
the Heart3 though he would alfo have the Moxth kiff bim in an
outward Profeffion, , .

. There is allo a drawing near to God in his Ordinances, a

Pfal. 65 4 2 Chbron. 29.31. Mihi vero accedere. ad cultum Dei
bonwum eft ; {o the Chaldee. They are the Bed of Loves it was
called the Ark of bis Prefence : Ifrael mes with him at the door of
the Tabernacle, and he Pake with them from the Mercy- Seas.
Dayid accounts himfelf driven from God, when banithed from .
his Courts, and therefore he faints ‘and longs for shems and bim
together, Pfal. 84. 2. Noris God more abfent now from Go. -
fpel Ordinances, in which Chrift and his Spirit are more fully -
and comfoitably prefent. Chrift is there prefent in the midft of '
his Servantss and the. happy Soul,that finds there the powerful
impreflions of God uponiit, reports that he is'amongst them of o
truth, 1Cor. 14.25. As on the contrary, the woful experi-
ence of our unhappy days gives too fad Examples of many, o
who have indeed got as far from God, as they think they are
above Ordinances : but till we gain Heaven, where we (hall at the
next hand fee and enjoy God without fuch medisms, let all
fober-heasted Chriftians ever keep clof¢ to them, as they would
ever draw near to bim. : _

1. To the Miniftry of the Word, in which if the Minifter do
vot fo much jingle in the Ear,as labour to faften Nuails and Goads
in the Heart, Ecclef 12. 11. that it come to be Aéy@ Cuil@-, Ifa. 34.1
as ingrafted Word, Jam. 1.21. It then, and God in it comes ve- &58. 2.
1y stear to us, as'wedo to him, asScholars fisting down at bis fees
to hear his Infiruions, Dewt. 33. 3. or as Servants flanding Ezek,33.31.
befeore bim to reccive his Commands, as Children and Friends
from his gracious Promiles to carry away intimations of his
Love, and his Threats prick owr bearts, A&s 2.37. awwilovses,
Laxk. 4. 20. faftning the Eye, and putting the Ear to his Mouth ;.
as it was faid of our Saviour’s Auditors, Luke 19. 48. €fenpi-
pocto, they bung wpon b{g t0 bear bim. By thele mutual out-

goings of the Soul to God¥ and God to it, they come in this Or-
’ Yyy , dinance
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dinanee to an happy meeting; and then are very nears »

2. As likewife in the Sacraments, it’s very near that we cither
do or may draw on to Chrift. In our Liturgy we fay well,
Drew near, &c. not{o much to the Minifter as to God. He thae
esteth my Flefp, and drinketh my Blood, dwelleth inme, and I in
bims and as I live bythe Fatber, [0 be that eateth me, even be fhall
bive by me, John 6.56,57. Though no Popith corporal Tran-
fubfamistion, yet these is a very near firitwal union et out by
three very ftrong and almoft firange Expreflions. :

Of a kind ofg Comcorporation, as of the Meat and the Body that
ie fed by ity in that Metaphor of eating and drinking. -

Of a mutnal cobabitation, or coinbabisation, in that other of
his dwelling in s, andwe in bim. Nay, of a more divine cos-
bition into the [ame Natwre, as in that third expreffion of our Iz~
wing by Chrift, as be by the Fatber. .

it with the Elders of Ifracl we go- up to God in the Miwnt,.

" Exod. 24. 11.  And it>s mercy. that (as it’s there fiid ) he

doth ot 1sy bis band wpow s 3 but that we may ear and drisk
draw fonear as Children to fit dows at our Father’s Table 5 with

Fobm to_lean on our Saviewr’sBreft 5 and with. Thomas be bid

reachr bither thy finger, and bebold my basds, and reach bither thy

band, and shyuft it inso. my fide, and be wot faithlefs, bus belie~

wing, John20.27: I was our fin, that, when we more fre-

quently, enjoyed' Sacraments, we drem no searer to Chrift in.
them, and therefore it’s deférvedly our mifery, that we are cuc

ghortof fuchopportunitics of thefe, blefled Appraaches now in.-
our too much want of them. :

3. In the Communion of Saims,, if rightly impraved, wemay-
enjoy. very near. and: full communion.with God s and’ therefore
the Apoftle, when he hadfaid, Let us draw year wish o true bears.
te God; Heby 10. 22. -he adds, wot for(aking 1he affembling of our -
JHves togestber.  Thither God comes down tous, Matsh. 18. 20.
and.thereby our mutual'help, as upon one another’s fhoulders ;.
our hearts are gotten nearerup to bim. The Saints arc a People
meay to bim, Pfal. 148. 14. and therefore they that keep clofe to-
them, are notfar.fromhim, as.they that dwell in the Court are:
mear to the King. ~

4, Yadd Prayery for Petitionersule to draw near, when they:
‘tender their Petitions, Amb. 32. 16. and fo do God’s Suppli=
ants, when they prefént him with thejgy Prayers, 1 Sam. 14.37.

. -InPrayer we Jeek bim, fall dowen at Tis foorflook, come into bis.

: prefonce.

4
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prefemee. We fpeak to him, we Iift up our Eyes, Hands, snd
Sonls to bimy we wreftle with him. Thefe and fuch-like Ex». -
preflions of it we mect with in Scripture; and they all fpeak
drawing near o bim, according to Famblicbus his defcgiption of
it, that it’s Capmla, gwd bomines cuim Deo conjungumsr, Clavis,
gwd Dei pemetralia asperinmssars the Soul’s Wing, “by which fe
mounts up to Heaven, and the Key that opens the Gate of Hea-
- wen, and lets us intothe prefence of the everhafting King : How .
deep doth it thraf both Pétition and Petirioner into its Saviour’s
Bofom ? And how often doth the loving Father with d {weet
kis take up the weeping Child from his knees into his Arms ?
How snear doth he bow the Ear ? and how lw doth he reach
‘down his hand to take us by ours, when it’s lited up to him?
O the bleffed interviews in this Duty, when B8od’s.and our Eye
mect! Thom dreweft ncar in the day when I called upor shee, faid Plai.rag. 18,
the lamegting Church, Lamemt. 3. 57. Whén Iot any other ré-
lief fhe oquld fay, The Coniforset thas homid r2liroe my Soul &
far from me, Chap. 1.16. In Prayes God draweth nedr o the _
Soxl, and the Sosl to God; and one of his main Suits, (as .. = .
Epber's fixlt was for the King’s company, and the feeond for it Effir . 7, §
again the fecond time, fo itis ) that God would both draw méas
rer Himfe, and draw it alfo searér. Draw nigh to my Soul,
Pfal 69. 18. and draw my Soul neares to thee ; amite my beart, s
PR, 86. 11. With holy Awftin, Redde mibi te Dens méus, redde Confefs.). 13,
te mibi, wt currat viss mea in amplexus tuos. O convert she, and ] -8 -
fhall be conversed, Jex. 31.18.  Draw me, and we fhall réin after
thée, Cant. 1. 4. as well knowing that we cannot drap néer to
bim, till ke draty nésr tous firft, ' Weé canmot comie, till the Farbey
draw, John 6. 44. and therefore the Child-reacheth out the hand
in Prayer, and layeth hold on the Father, that he may draw, and
thereby it alfo may draw searer.

And thus we fec, how by thefe and the like Ordinances, gs .
by means appeinted and fan&ified by God, wedo ( or at leaft
may ) draw near wmo bim. Which faith thefe things to
us

‘e

1. Fitft therefore wfe themp and carefully attend on them, as.
ever we would draw near to God, who for that very end hath ap-
pointed them ; and as we-would nog, with the Pharifees, Luk,
7¢30. rejet the Comnfed of God againflowr [elvess it’s there faid,
they did it in refufing one Ordigance of Baptifm. To6 many
now rejed not enly that, but all Ordinances elfe. Bat do they
. ) Yyya2 N get
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get the mearer.10 Godby it ? Nos The Aurwmn’s witherings. teH
us, that the Sun is withdrawn backward, and the woful decays
of fome of their both Profeflions andePra&ifes faith, that. sbe
Swun of Bighteoufue[s, inftead of drawing mearer, is-got further ofk
Ordinances are fan&ificd Means of our approach to God. His
going is in the Sanluary, Pfal. 68. 24. He.meets asin them, and
therefore make Confcience to ufe them. B
. 2. Becaufe but means, thexefore reft not in them, till we find:
that we draw near to God- by them. Not in Prayer, till cither
God draw mear to us in a gracious Anfwer, orat kcalt weget /o
#ear him, as by Faith to lay hold on him in a2 more ferious
wrefiling. Not in bearing, till God f{pcak fomething to our
hearts; Nor in receiving, till we feel him flrengthning us with
ftrength in our Souls : Till we fee the glory of God filling the Ta- -
bernacle, as Exod. 40. 34~ the Holy Ghoft falling spon us whilft
we are bearing the Word, as Alls 10. 44» and Jefus Chrift 'com-
ing in and breathing spon s, when we are met together in fuch
‘Ovdinances, as Fobu 20, 22.  Let the Spoufe abide in the Bed of
Cant. 5.7,  Loves, butlether feck her Beloved there. Our falling fhort of
S T this, and. fitting down with the enjoyment.of bare Ordinan-
€ES, . .. .
* 1. Makes others- (as wefee ) undervalue and defpife them,
whilft we reft in them. We in fodoing make them our Idols,
and then they chink they have thence juft ground to make them
: - their Abominations. . )
. - 2. Forour felves, inflead of growing better, and dreming
' nearer.t0.God by them 5 by this means we prove worfe,and are fet.
further off.  None further from God and Salvation, than they
that take up in means of Salvation, without enjoying God in
them 3 asnone more fure to fall fhort of his journies end, than
y he that fits down, as having gone far enough, when he hath got--
ten on but the half way. - My Friend may be gotten the further
off, and (it may be ) paft. hope of overtaking, whilft in the
dark I take faft hold of his Garmems, and think that by f doing,.
. I keep bim as falt by me. _

3. At beft, nothing at all the better, as your Phrafe is, me-
ver the nearer for all thofe outward approaches.. Jt will be bue
thegrafping of the Clond. Inftead of Fumos a looking into the
Grave,. when Chrift isrifens a fecking in she Bed, when the Bea
loved is withdrawns an enguiring in the Temple, when the Glory-
of the Lord s deparied.  Aud what a poor empty forlorn thing
‘ : 1s
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is the moft Royal Palace, when the Court hath Icfi.it 2 The
former Luftre and Majelty,which the King of H:av-12s Prefence
conferred, to a heedful Eye_makes his Court look the more
Defolate, when he is withdrawn. So that whilft others jollily

545

vaunt, and chant it, The Temple of the Lord, the Temple of the Je:.y 4.

Lord, the Temple of the Lord, are thefe : Yet the chalt Spoufe,
potwithftanding all thefe, isat a lofs, and {till upon the Ingueft

with her Sew ye bim whom my Soul loveth 7 As long as fhe can- Cant. 3.3.

not.find bim there who is greater. than the Temple, who too often

~ finds caufe enough inus on his part to leave bis- Houfe, Jer.

12.7. and then-thou may@t-.come and kwock hard, and yet not

meet with hims but more often on our parts, when he is moft -

?raciouﬂy and powerfully prefent there to.others, we are ab--
ent from him, becaufe abfent from our felves; our Thoughts
wandering, and then the Mind is in another place; we drowfing,
and the Man afleep is in another World: Thongh God be in
that Place, yet Facob; when afleep, is not aware of it, Gen.

come and go to and again to God’s Ordinances, and yet whilft
wearc in like Diftempers, he and we may continue very ftran-
gers..  Ordinances are like thofe Golden-Pipes, Zech. 4.2. and
*yet but Pipes, -do us no good, will be but empty to us, unlefs
they empty into us that Golden Oyl, ver. 12. Sweetelt ‘Breafts
of Confolation, but we fhall fuck Wind rather than Nosrifhmens 5,
unlefs, like the Suckling,we then fidd our felves in our Heavenly
Father’s Arms, and laid clofe to our Saviour’s Breaft to fuck:

Life-Blood from his wounded Heart, * It’s good thus to drew near-

10 God 5 and tillit bethus, it will not be well with us, notwith-.
flanding all qutward Approachesand Ordinances.

And therefore our chicf care and endeavour fhould be in our
enjoyment of them, that they may Inltrumentally eoncur toghe -
working and. quickning - fuch Graces in us, as whereby we
may formally. (I mean indecd and good earneft) drew nigh to -
1.. Among#t which (as it’s moflt fit) Knowledg in the firft’
place mufi lead the way, for he muft nceds go very wide that
follows a blind Guide. He will toto celo errare, inftead of ar-

flumble on Lot’s door, and a Man in the Dark hit right in an un-
known way, than that Man, whofc Eyes the God of this World
) bath

. 12. 6.

- 28.16. And Lot, when drowfie-and drunk together, kwows G .
- ot when his Dangbters lic down andrifs #p. = And fo wemay o 0393

‘riving at God, or Heaven. The blind Sodomise will fooner Gen. 1o.
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batb blinded, find of him(glf the way of accefs to God, -or ia-

-deed find. in bis beart to draw wigh to bims : For Igwerance ufually

is very profane, and o carcth not to come into God's Prefence,

-hath fo much Candle-light of Senfe, as to commit Works of

Mat. 8. 12.

Darknefs by,and to fec and follow that which leads off from God:
But as long as it continues invincible, cuts off all hopes, becaufe
it plucks off all thofe anfe by which we might be laid hold
on, and drawn searer.  And thercfore grofs ignorant Men are
in 3 moft defperate Condition s they that are {0 dark muft
needs be far from the Fatber of Lights now, as that 78 -cxdlos
18 ¢fdleggv (which in the very Nameof it,-denotes- the re-

. moteft diftance from God) will be their Portion hereafter.

But on the contrary, the faving and clear Knowledg of God,
ard his Divine Excellencies, efpecially in-Chrift, approacheth
fo near, that the Underftanding is in a manner tnade one wich

- {o blefled an Obje@. Itindced is fo tsanfcendently Glorious,

that it bids Mofes not come wear; in regard of a reversatial di-
flance, Exod.3.5. and yet {0 infinitly ravifhing, thatit rgakes
bim delirc to get as wear asbe may to foe fo greas a Sighe, ver. 3.
as in Heaven a full Vifion bégets a perfe@ Love and Wnion.
Angels that always bebold God's Faco, Mat. 18. 10. Have the
neareft Station. And if the lovely Creature’s Beauty: ufeth to
draw after it many Eyes, fure theinfinite Beawty of God fo Glo-

. #us, of Chrift fo White and Ruddy, even the Brightwefs. of bis

Aquin. 1. 9.
600 s So “‘“

Fatber's Glory, if beheld with a clearer Eye, could not but mucly
more firongly fnatch our Hearts toit. They that turn away
from him, do not fec him. And if any be fo defperate as to-
hage him (as the School determines) do fo, becaufe they only
look at fome particular in him, that is contrary to their own
Lufts, which are nearer to them, and fo blind them. - .
2. Thefecond is a fervent and filial Love of God 5 for Spiri-
x5 yofter adbarer Deo per ;intimmm amsorem, {0 Alenfis : Love in
its nature is dppetitws wnionis, and as fuch, carrieth the Soul
out of it fclf, tothe defired Embraces of its beloved Obje&,
2 Sam.13.39. TIOWIN SNNNES 1 Y21, David lomg-
edy or he was confumed with deflire of going ont to a beloved
Abfalom. The Love of God, 1am fure, carrieth out the ravith-
ed Soul 0 God in Divine Extafiess as Dionyfims exprefleth
it. This Glutinwm dnime, as Bernard calls- it, How quickly
doth itcatch? and how faft doth it clesve 7 Thefe Cords of Love,
how firongly do they draw? And how firmly do they bind 2

The - -
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The foving Wife and Ch’d is not well, if not in the beloved
Father’s arms, and Husband's prefence.  Had, we more of the .
Love of God in our Hearts, we could not live withous him : It
would be death to-part with him. We could not be fuch aloof-
off Strangersy if we were more loving Friends.
3- To Eove add Fear;. for although fervile Fear. (as in €ain) Gen. 4. 16.
makes the Slave run from his Mafter, yet 2 filial Fear
brings the Child (as Neb. 1. 11.) into his Father's prefence. They
Pall walk: after the Lord, and tremble from the Weft, faith the
Prophet Hof. 11. 12. Trepide accurrent, they fhall tremble, but
they fhall come trembling.  This Fear will make us flie, butinto
our Fasher's arms; Rand at a reverential diftance, and yet even -
then on our Knees csecp toward him. And how deep is the
awful Child put into the Father’s bofome? Whilft the bold
Wanton is thrult away, and bid ftand further off. God’s Sak
vation i wigh to thew that fear bim, Pfal. 85.9. and where
his:Salvation is {o mear, he Mmfelf is not faroff. In 2 word,
this Pear is moft of all afraidof fiw, which alonc feparates. u
S God, as we heard from Ha. §9. 2.  kt cannot therefore bue
:gng us very near, which removes that which only can keep us
nder. .
4. Bumility is wont to be the Fear of God’s attendant, and-
when thic one is trembling in its nearer approach, this much helps-
it (0 amore fufe and eafre accefs; for though it fall low, yet it
petbup the Soal in the rebound' much mearer 10 God, The
Padmift (aith,that he bumbleth bimfelf in looking down upon us ;
But we by bambling onr [elves get mearer, aud the higher up 1o
kim 5 who is wont to have refed to the bumble, whilk the proud
he ufettt to bebold afar off, Pfal. 138. 6. For if none of us can Prov. 4. 34.
endure aproud Man's company, why thould ? Héw can God ?-
We that arc (o mean andlow; might better away with an info- '
lent:Superiour : But how can the moft high God indure a proud
Competitor > And yet fuch is every proud Man, contefts with
God about the two main Points of his Royalty; who fhould be
the Prima Canfa,and Finis Ultimns. But the nearer he afpires to.
beto God in onc fenfe, the further heis from himin another ;.
who fcorns the Scormers, but gives- Grace $o the lovely, Prov. ,
3134. Lacifer, that climbed fo hidg"h above the Clonds to get 1fs, 14. 14..
néar to be like themuft High, is caft down- to the utmoft poflible |

Pral. 113.6.

_diftance, whilft Michae! (whofe very Name fpeaks humble Ac-

knowledgment, and Adoration of &od’s Supremacy) is advane
o : ced
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ced to his placc; from which his Pride:threw him 5 as our proud

“attempt in Adam to (cale Heaven was (asI.may ufe the Pro-

phet’s words) fuch a fweliing is an.bigh wall, that hath tumbled
us.down far off from God into this woful Ruine, wherein he
now finds us, At magna. bumilitatis virius, cui esiam Deitasis
Maieftas tam facile Je inclinat.How gracions is this lowly Grace ?
.or rather how Gracious is the High and Mighty God, that, when
we in bumility bow down, and as it were thrink back from
him in fenfe of our own Bafenefs, he thould then bow down
loweft to us in nearclt Approximation: So as Heaven fhould ne-
ver be more clearly feen than in the loweft Vault, nor we ever
searer God, than when we are furtheft from all proud Conceits
of our felves! . -

5. Repentance and Humility are nearakin, and whilft thefe
twalovely Twins are not parted, they will keep us clofer uni-
‘tedto God.  The penitent Pablican indeed ftood afar off, Luke
18. 13. yet in their Addreflesto God we know he got the up-
fcr hand of him, that thought and bragged himfelf to be the

etter Man. It’s true, fome of our now overgrown Men think
repentant Crys and Tears Childifh ; yet let me be one of thofe
Children, of whom is the Kingdom of Heaven. Nor let théir
{coffs babith us, as lang as the crying Child is laid elgfzft ¢to the
-Mother’s breaft, aud taken neareft into our Heavenly Fathet’s
Bofome. For {o the Pfalmift affureth us, that the Lord is nigh
to them that are of a broken beart, Plal. 34. 18. Dens delin-

" quentinm gemitus efurit, fitit lachrymas peccatorum, (o Chryfologus.

Nothing more pleafing in God’s fight, than a repentant Tear in
Faiths Eye.  Which leads to a Sixth Particular :

6. Above all, faith the Apolile, take the Shield of Fsith, when
you draw near to fight with_your wort Enemy, Ephef. 6. 16.
And I'muftadvife you, above all bring Faith along with you,
if you would ever draw near to your beft Friend. There is
nothingin Faith that hath not a ftrong tendency this way. -

Inits juftifying A it hath an Eye to Jook towards God, Ifa.
45.22. a Foot to come to him, Fobn 6.35. an Hand to take
‘him, Fobn1.12. to lean on bim, Cant.8.5. to lay bold on

* " bim, Ifa. 56. 4. 1 Tim. 6. 12. Heb 6.18. o opeus he Door,

Rev. 3. 20. that he may come in and fup with us.

And becaufe no walking sogesher wnlefs agreed, and made
Friends, dmos3.3. It layeth bold on Chrift our Mediator, and
Reconciler , which brings God and us together ; Brings our

Ben-
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Besjamin along with it, by whom we have accefs into Fofepb's
prefence. By it we come to Chrift; and by bim to God. Through
bim we bave acce[, butby Faith, {aith the Apoftle, Rom. 5. 2.
There is allo the Prayer of Faith, Jam. 5. 15. and by it we
heard we have acce(s and entrance. - .
.And the Scripture tells us, and Belicvers find, that there is
fuch a thing as the 4fwramce of Faith, in which the Apoftle ex-
horts us to draw nigh, Heb. 10.22. In this Plerophory our Sail
is fo filled, that we go amain towards God and Heaven: We
do, becaufe it tells us we may, that whillt Infidelity dares not
approach, (She srufted mot in the Lord, fhe drew nos nigh t0 ber
@od, Zeph. 3. 2.) and defpairin Horrorand Amazement makes
us run away from him, as from our Enemy and Judg, the of-
Jurance of Faith imboldens us to draw migh to bim, as our Friend
and Father. Guilt of fin lying ou the Confcience is like a
Mift , that keeps Friends from feeing and coming near one
the others as the Pillar of Clowd kept the Ifraelites and Egyp-~
tians afunder. - But the Son of Righteoufnefs arifing , and fhi-
ning out in bright Beams of "Affurance and Joy, fheweth us
our Friend, -and imboldens us ruere in Amplexus. When
the Spoufe can fay, msy Beloved, heis then as a bundle of Myrrb,
lying all the night between ber Breafts (Cant. 1,13.) And thatis
very near ber Heart. ' ) :
7. I might hereadd Hope, which, though in naturéit>s 3f
an object abfent, yet as a Grace, it hath God very prefent : And
{» the Apoftle calls it a bester Hope, by which we draw nigh to
God) Hfb- . !90 .
8. And Sincerity, which being €i\imwecviss, dare draw nigh
to the Light, whillt the painted Hypocrite is like the Man
cloatlied with a kind of courfe Stuff, which they called, fand
further off5 cares not for fo near a view of fo piercing an Eye.
But I fhall not Infift on any more Particulars.
9. But laftly add ingeneral, That a courfe of fincere Obe-
.dience in the practice of all Saving Graces, is in Scripture-

John 3. 21

_ phrafe, a Walking with God > and that implieth very near Com- Gen. 5. 22,

mumion. Every particular Grace in us is part of the Divine &6.9-
Nature, and {0 Allicth us to God : But in the general exercife = -
of them, all God is ours, not only in furef® Covenant, but

allo in clofeft Communion. It was the want of fuch a Wed-
ding-Garment, that caft the Gueft in the Gofpel éis oxdlos ¢£-
eogv, into wtter Darkne[s, Mat. 22,13 which fignifieth the

- - Ziz utmoft



utmoft ditance from God and Heaven, that ey xdoue, that -
impaffable Gulf, Luke 16.26. being between, But whilt we
are here in a gracious Courfe, we have the beft Stand and Prof~

Poigrss  PECh for the fulleft and neareft view of God.- Thow-meeteft bins -

' that vejoyeeth, and worketh Righteoufnefs, 1fa. 64. 5. And #o

bim that ordereth bis Converfation aright, I will fbew the Salvation
of God, Pfal. 50.23. But when once Grace is made Perfe&,
and the Bride all over Claathed, and fully made Reedy, then
fhall be the Marriage of tbe Lamb, when Chrift (hall come from
Heaven to us, and we fhall be cawghs: isp in the Clonds to mees =
with bim, and fo for ever foall be with the Lord, when the whole
Quire of Heaven,every one in his own Patt,and all togethcr fhatl
fing aloud this fweet Note of the Text, > MR N3P NY-
a0 It is good fir me to draw mear 1o God, and to keep cloft to
‘him for ever.

E'v’m fo, Amen, Lord Fefoss..
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